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The leaks of the Gale, © 
Or, by 


' Aſbirituall and a Diabgut 


berwixt the Soule of Man 
* nd GOD; 


Which, for the great affinitic it 'Y 
hath with other bookes of the Autor © | © 
publiſhed heererofore in our 1 

natiue tongue, is nom i 

entituled _ 9 

15 The fourth booke of the ” 2 2 185 
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10 Se 
the Chriftian 
Reader. | 


REAR Empg much 

and carneft- 
e requeſteu 
| 85 — HY | cere-unto , 
baue pubs 
l; 


ſhed in our vulgar tongue 


— —_— _— 


Thom. de Kempis, or, Kem- 
piſius mor kes: not that i con. 
feſſe, which of ſome well meel 
ning, thoug 

| 3 was comme n- 
\ded unto mee, Tmeane, that 


another of Malleolus, aids 


not ſo well der- 


7 8989 7 


To the Chriſtian + 
which in deede is altogether 
De ſacramento altaris, and 
ſo entitled: but the next to 
that in. Kempiſius workes, 
namelie, the Soliloquium a- 
nimæ. This I haue tearmed, 

reat afſiuitie it hath 
bookes of Kempiſins 


Reader. | 
Bbc greater alacritie, becauſe 
Inde ( and thou maiſt reade 
it alſo in the. Auttors owne | 
BU Preface ) that hee not oulie © 
doubted that hee 72 vtter oy 


ſome things both fonde and 
ee , but alſo wiſhed to 
ane ſome goalie corrector of 
% faultes, and praied unto 
almiglitie God grationſlie to 
reueale, ſuch thinges offen- 
ue, either unto himſelfè, or 
vnto ſome other. 
| Whoſe gouhie praier, God 
bath heard, and diſconered 
thoſe things for thy benefit, ; 
e ee beſides home . 
Kempiſins, the Autor, ho. 
ſeen Non en of ſb teme, 
vas yet in hart no Papiſt, but 
| ould like well of that mis 
i doom, as I truſt thou wile, + 
whoſe edifieng, and ſpiritualt © 


. | 


-” Was | 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


comforting, I haue onlie ai 
med at. 

And reaping this comfo 
to thy ſole, 15 the who's or 
hearings e treatiſe, bee 
thankefull vnto thy God tha 
giueth thee ſome taſte of the 
cæleſtiall ioies in this miſe- 

rable and alltroobleſome 

world, to whoſe grati- 
ous protection, I doo 
moſt humblie com- 
mend ibec 


The Aucthors 
Preface. 


= Hauc gathe- 


red together in- 
A 2 55 a lictle. booke 

mi Or m comfort 
—. f e de- 
uoute ſentences, the better ſo 
to commit — to memorie; 
I haue alſo. diſpoſed them a8 
into a pleſant orchard, ſer out 
with all ſorts of trees, and bews 
tified with al varieties of goods 
lie flowres, where · into {= 
nowand then enter 
chuſe and behold at — 


ſuch matter as my hart deſires 
for che N £4 of the Ke A 


_ As 
heads of euery Chapter to glit- 
ter (as it were) with red titles. 
Ihaue likewiſe with varietie of 
words, as nowe talking, nowe 
reaſoning, praieng nowe,nowe 
conferring, now in mine owne, 
now in another mans perſon, 
bewreathed about the text 
with a ſweete, and delightſome 
ſtile. 

"Wherefore I entreate them 
whoſoeuer ſhall reade it, firſt 
that they be not moued with 
indignation at that vchich the 
writer hath deon, for it was his 
minde wholieto calke (with his 
God.) Next, that theie wil par- 
don the imperfectiõ, and plain- 
nes of the flile, confideriug chat 
God is more delighted with 
words that be ſimpſe and pure, 
chan with thoſe that be artifi- 
t as ko wa | 


The Austen Prefacec « © 

my deſire is to haue a godlic 
corrector of the ſame, telling 
him withall, that what fonde 
matter ſoeuer he ſhall eſpie, it 
hath eſcaped from me not of 
purpoſe, but rather for that 1 
was not heedie enoughin mar- 
king what Wit. 

Moreouer,foraſmuchas man 
in that iudgement of his which 
is moſt probable, maie be de- 
ceaued, vnto thee, © God al- 
mightic, and father of lightes, 
do 1 thine humble diſciple 
make recourſe, and this Sole» 
talke (of mine) do pteſent be- 
fore thy diuine Maieſtie, to the 
ende that thou maiſt both ap- 
proue the things well ſaid, and 
diſproue what is don amiſſe, 
and inſinuate alſo either into 
my ſelfe, or ſome other faith- 
fi * rom of thine, more 
rightlie to obſerue Whatſocuer 
things are offenſiue . 


The Auctors Preface, 

My requeſt is alſo, holie Pa- 
ther, that I thy pœre ſeruant 
may obtaine at thy hands both 
time and ſpace to abide in the 
all plentifull paſtures of the 
Scriptures, which be and ſhall 
be my chiefeſt comfort, vatill 
that daie of æternitie appeere, 
and the ſhadowe of mortalitie 
do decline awaie. And there= 
fore withdrawe thou fto me all 
vnprofitable eares, wotldlie de- 
fires, hurtfull affections, and 
what elſe may hinder mee fro | 
my deſired leiſure, For he muſt 

_ haucafree minde and a quiet; 
\- /.__ that would meditate of hidden 
5 "IN aid heauenlie matters, Where- 
ES - fore that I maie be worthie to 
attaine my ſute dende ee 
PEE 5 em 5 to endue# m 9 
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1. Alon 
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cini. | Chap., 


The fourth booke 


ther, yea many other things vitered, 
ſhould nor all in the end be . f 


vnto this one thing 2 
Therefore, my foule, ſaie tin 
| with the Prophet, As for mee, is is good 
pfalz, $ io drame neers Vito Gd. 
O my God, thou art mine onlie 


Luk. 18,15 ſelicitie; chou alone: art good , and 


-ſmectvnto mee. 
To ſpeake of thee it delighteth the 


louer; tothinke of thee, it lketh the 

6 religious, whoſe hart is not fixed 
A Math. 6, 21 ber the world 4, But hidden wich 
e in the Hekins; to the end that 


Coloſſ. 3,1. 
| ae e ove wang be DER 
Phil 4, 7 peace „ inmo wie; and he not 
bf vexed dailie in this world, where 
falſe concupiſcence doth proucke 
| *. lohn 3. vyntolan fo 

eon Louis hes affected, 
5 ag" — which is inflamed with thy loue #/ 
> © How doth hee reivice; 3 
. anie vainecreature/ 
Are not theſe che words of ſucha 
man in that Plalme, whereout tlie 
ning of my ſpeech was taken, 

ien cheſe his word? 
 Whame haue In heauem but thee \? 
and Tha {ated no TOR 


A 


1 4 wy "IJ, 
* ; Ly | 


_ 


Worldlzet Win 
of the ma tt ig 
ſoule, ſo] after God? 
chat I heare? whar is that | 
eſt ? Are the things both in h — 
and in earth but lmall rhings in 
thine eies? | 
, S$SOYLE, Surelie I ated ing SoYLE, 
but for trifles. 
MAN. What then ſeckeſt thou? Man. 
Whome would you haue wWithour 
theſe? And where will you finde him 
if not in theſe things? 'N 4 
Hath he either name, or place, or 8 
habitation to be ſgught by ? 72 
Where is the ple where his ho- 
—— 2 of which in a certaine "ax, E 
pſal me thou ſangeſt, . 25 


— 

ine ; and the ; 

honor dwelleth. | ood dn än 
Make — praie were 

thou canſt, ſhow mee him, Iwill 

with thee,and wee will erke bim t 


gether, yea and he ſhall be thy Ge 


Chap. 1. 


Fr 


8 — 


and my God: and wee ſhall de full 
happie when ue found Hin 
and hold him 
So VII. n c 
„une kinds > Or whie 
ih © do you enquire of this matter of me? 


Thinke you I can, or am ableitt 
* * gla 


Wh. - God vnkntow en of men, R Chap. t. 

„ 
would, conceaue not yet, that what 
through the rarenes of the t ing, 
and the deepnes of the myſteriey] 

am reſtrained back? 

What aske you mee? Aske them 
who haue both heard and ſeene, they 
are ſuch as better can deſcribe him 
whomeyou ſecke. 

But rather aske him that knowenk 

kPfal. 94, 3 all things k. For he it is: of whome we! 
9 ſpeake, that both heſt can tell you 
10 who himſelfe is yea and beſt 1 
pfal u 5 5 the place of his one aboade. Euen 
hei ir is (and none other) which rea- 
0 1Pll g 4,12 cheth man knowledge l, and giueth 
8 4 Tok Jam. 4. 6 his grace alſo to the humble mm, 
. Make recourſe vnto him which re⸗ 
uuesnleth himſelfe wken hee will, — 
N. 11.23 to whome he will-, neither is there 
anie beſide him that can open. Hee 
alone can reueale to thee what the 
©x,Cor.2,9 joic.is of ſuch as loue him o, and that 
far more excellentlie than 1 can nh 
you, 


Man. But why y ſpeak 0); i 
wiſe, ö holie an elt. ? 
- Thinke not that I would. now that 
F of you, which neither ought to bee 
TEN 'knowen, nor can bee 2 Kcep 
2 your ſecret to your ſelfe;. let your 
. 8 e 
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* * 
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Chap.1s 8 Godot perſeftlic knowtth - © 
: of the Imioazion'f Chriſt. a ; 
the ſcale of faith remaine yncancel- 
led, neither let the vale, forme, bee 
temoued from the ſanQuarie.: 
Eate you holie bread (by your 
ſelfe) in the chappell, go in into the 
tabernac le of your houſe, aſcend in- 
to the ee parlor, enter into the 
cellar of the eternall king, or, which 
is more noble, and ſoundeth more 
ſweetlic, euen into the bride-cham- | 
ber of your celeſtial] ſpouſe; -- | "4 
I know it is written 7, I nor good 'p Mat. 15,8 
io take the childrens bread, and to caſt it 
to whelps. I know this, Þſaic;and haue 
read it: but marke -againe what fol- 
loweth; and take pittie vpon me, ac. 
cord ing to the words of her that ſaid: 3 
1, The. wbelpes doo eate of the cromm Matz 
which fall rom their maifters tal. 
And therefore hide not that fo. 
mee which 1 demaund , bur df hỹe 
greatnes of your inward pleatutes, 
poure- out cuen * of the ſitie I 


loue. Giue me one imall drop of pre- 


4 
= 1 
IT | 
iy 8 
4 
L 


2 a ble. 6 C % 
| 8 The fourth "A | 
now at this third knock. | ö 
O beloued, ſpe ake of the welbelds 
ued; let not mee bee neglected. 
Ifyou cannot deſcribe him right-- 
lie as he is, yer ſpeake of him fo well 
as you can. For indeed as he is, who! 
is able to deſcribe him? Yea, whois: 
able to conceaue che deſcriber? 
Therefore, if not, as in himſelfe he 
is: yet tell ine what thou thinkeſt-of 
him, It not hat to himſelfe: yet vt: 
_ out how good hee hath bin ra 
Ee. 
For who euer ſhall ſearch bort 
| what he is in himſelfe Fwd: 
Thou wilt neuer dos it, beta 
tmhou haſt plainlie confeſſed, and not 
une kene ſpeaking ot him. 
| r eee fer mer 
25 bois 6 — en 
75 7 Whether ſloall 1 goe from thy Spirns > \ 
i - ehcarhouart-norabletokoows 
thivcome {pirir, which the creator 
2 25 and. =) comme of all ſpirirs hath 


Gen. 2, 7 at anie time wilt thou 
* 55 hy (=; ut vncreated / Did 
not this make thee all awazed g 0 


ene „ ere is like vmothee? 


1 . 0 # « 

. 4 2? I. * by 
4 « = 2 oy © 

o * 4 A .» * 

: 1 5 Ns lA 4 
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Chap. r. 
. of the kad n of Chrift Chyift. 
rained vnto. Neither is it for you to 
denie to ſnowe him in part, whome ' 
you thirike can not wholie bee re- 
uealed. 
S. Imuſt needs Ge you: are "ay . 
curious, and impoxtune.vpon mee. 
Thou ſearcheſt all my nnd ther 
letteſt inthine hand into the ſecrets 
of my chamber. 
Het thee vnto him, and commeſt 
thou N vnto mee? Sceke you 
mee or 
Bur Ipraie you, of what inks! art 
thou? Bee ſtill, Ibeſeech t e, and 
trouble mee not. For home thou 
ſeekeſt, hee is aboue mee. 
M Burcan hee chat ſeckethafice - 
God, ſo eaſelie giue ouer ? Protract 
noreoſpeake, for,yuu maie comfort 
mee e Jong will you. 
keepe mee in ſuſpenſeꝰ hat deo 
Ee vnlaic 2 ?? |: 

As live I will hot 
cept you bleſſe mee — s 
2 cle. if toe ome * 


- 
16 


* cli God. Chapel. 

a The fourth booke 8 : 
Bur a great thing is it which you" 
require at mine hands, and ſuch 4 

thing as Fam in doube ee 
maie be done or no. 
Nee ee ſrekeſt,knoweath 
he well: for it is Rauen mee to 
15 know ſo mut. 
Your demaund ſeemerk vnto mee 
to be like that of the Spouſe which in 
x$al$. 1,6the Songs did ſaie * 
Show mee, 6-thow, whome m1 ſont u. 
weth, where thon feedeſl, + 
Wilt thou then learne of me whe 
thisis, or what good hee hath done 
with mee ? Doubtleſſe: it is not in . 
mee to ſhowyou.” | 
© Bur you are not content, neicher 
t his greatnes,who exceedeth the hea» 
71a uens , can deterre you; not 
weakenes, which in his eies ne. 
thing, make you to deſiſt. 
Whie haſt thou laid this burden 
vpon mee ?Tam not able to tellthee, 
vntill I goe into the ſanctuarie of 
ene „ vnderſtand the ſano. 
ie are you ſo deſitous to h 
| chat, which mate not be verered* 

M. And will you nor 5 Oh, how fine 
would 1 hos inſtruged!-FoPthoſe' 
things wee are moſt earneſt to know, 
Wache the _ hardlie waic' bee 

reuea- 


7 A WW. 
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*£ %% 
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= the Indearienef ehr. 


nat 1 | 
Notwithſtanding, once againe I 
praie you be not hard, as moge. 
ther to be ſlent. 

Thinke not that forchwith 1 will 
ytter hat you; hall ſale vnto ort | 

enemies. I will keepe your ſaiengas *' 
a friend, yea, as a verie friend ought = : 
to doo. 

Lou maie boldlie tell mee your * + 
mind ſecretlie. Lo, wee two be heere ', 
wi neicker I with lightneg/nor  _ 

arrogancie are delighted; 
banken which hath giuen vs vn- 
derſtanding, euen fm will wee 
peak | 
Andifha pelie he come vida 
are talking, let vs giue place, and ler 
himhe betweene vs. I he vouchfafe 
to. let ys heate — NE 
and bee ſilent till hee haue | 
which time you hall not be bound 


ſize. my demaunde Fe 
hi ed all eln rouſtbe till, * 


S. This couenant 1 like 8 2 
lie let him bee wich vs, and bee wee 
carried vnto our ſecret places, 


8 


TL A 
5 


wamared, | *% cla 4. 
0. The fe fours books ? | 
Aiigentc enquire, is for his great - 
aPſal.139,6 nes Vaſpeakeable , for his hight and 
v lob. 9, 10 glorie incomprehenſible Þ ; for his 
11 ftrengrh and magnificence infinite e ö 
run 5, Whatlocuer is either] ot writ 
* ten ot tim, commeth'4 ar behinde his 
maieſtie, becauſe in glorie he excl 
lech all things. n . 
1 The heauens haue ſayd, He tit 
AI ches ouerpaſſed, Ape alcended, and pro 
 yedde 18, Uailed ouer vs 4. | 
ehe earth hath ainſvered; If the 
heauens , arid the heauens of hes 
ucts des not com prehend him, aste 
ö *Pſal.r 397 nor me of him E, | 


g. c. The ſtars baue ſcong; Wee te 
darkenes and not light, vnleſſe hee 

ene. x, 1, in hren vs f. 
* 2, &e. e ſea trembled and ſayd, Heel 
Plal.139, 13.08 in mee, and W er 


. ne 
A eee ey ine 1dr. * 
M. how and was ſore troubled; at 
their voice my verie lips trembled. \ 
„8. What then will become of che if 
wee ſhould aske N edpoce 1 8 
uro him. 

e is be 
e all bei 
Emer ena Yd | 

Verelic 


1 


. — 


Chap. i. 


of the Imiterionof Ori 


Verelie Iam that I am 8:and 2 | 
beſides me there is none dehet 5 f 
God®; Iam the beginning and 3 18, 31 

i. 43, 21. 
the ending *; i; J am the ctea- iRcuel u 
tor ł, and the gouernor 1 of all 125 4 
things. I live faith the Lorde, Heben; 
and] will raigne for euer and Tobs. * "Toy 


71 „ We a tt 7 


W 


Nos little worme what ſaleſt thou, „0% 
being enuironed with ſuch light ? 
e L, thy, bcloued, whome 

choughreſt was with mace, ib 
e vnto thee, 7 3 


Hee was with mee when Ifaid = 7 
For mee it is good to draw neere unto God. 
Hee will bee with thee, if thou 
wilt ſaic, »My ſaule refuſerþ comflts 
z be daje of miſerie 1 deſire nos © 6, fo 20h 


ar my King and my G. 
e 


Bee not like to raging 

loue God » ſecke 

which admirterh no co mpanion b 

the 2 into his fellowſhip. EE 
2 . * ans with — and 

un e eauing rome 
void, bear 12 5 e 

heren! is, 12 4. nd t „to 


The force of godlie lius. Chap i. 


2a, booke . 
perfeR in Tſe 0 


If thou debe his preſence, beare 
his abſence patientlie. Waite, and 
waite againe, hee will depart for a 
while, and aſter awhile hec will a- 
gaine rerurne. 

Loue maketh thee thus affected, 
which now heaueth thee on hi b, 

and ſtraight-waic flingeth to che 
ground agane. 

His loue is than all floures ſwee- 

ter; than lilies fairer; and brighter 
chan the pretious ſtones. L3F 

For no creature is to be preferre d 

lat. 107 before che loue of God 4, -and there. 


fore for that euerie ching is to bee 
, deſpiſed -. 

uke. 5, 3 80 ſain as I was touched nar 

liewith his loue, 1 forthwith 

le do be inflamed in winde Ker 
22 bee adue to all things in ths 


isi 


world, 1 onlie wiſked for his moſt 
pint ed dernen and, as it were 
155 Mes out of a urt 
1 ouen, I vitered'thefe words, 
173,3 bur fen deo v 884 y 
* one hans 1 is heaven buy thee 
66 4 85 — . none in the 6 


| h 419 


„ ch 120 A 
w of the TT TEAR 
ued what manner a one and what he 
e is, which incomprehenſiblie excee- 
4 Lech all the things which are, and 
a haue being. 
. And alhough he can neither by 
words be vttered, nor conceaued in ; 
minde, becauſe he isinfinite * :yet is Lob. 24, 5 | 
he verie louelie, tractable, felowlie, OY 
and to be entteated, as 
though, hee cannot be com ptehen- 
ded; yet after a ſtrange A — 
maic be loued. 52> 
For by loue hee is raken 7 
loue faſt ieee but by 
is loughr; by praier, knocked * 1 5 
andby ope artained. 
If as yet I haue net ſatisfied you, 
let hi, whome e ſought, 
fatisfie you, and teac aboue al 
reachers,rofinde hi 
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| p emenbey the ind gement. 14 Chap. 3. 
4 8 The fourth booke = 7 


ch. AP. 2 4 

1. OfGod his diſtinct iudge ment at 
the end of this world, 2. The cnrſed 

tate ofthe yngodli 


111 Nit Tine heart 
1 . ; © try ea Io 
«Phal.86. u 11 Jl! 7 maze feare thy name . 
aPſal $6, u O my God  thok 
art much to be my 
I =o yca, and to be fear 
= Palos, 4 much thou arts 
Nie chat lbueth, let him be glad; 
but hee that loueth not thee, let 
him quake and feare. But hee which 
neither doth feare thee, nor loue 
thee, is Fe eee, | 
or, #4 4 thing 10 nie 
e Heb. 10, 31 thine hands 4 n * 
* And, who knoweth the 


1 4 a ; 


fl. so, n 
o* 


Mala. 3, 2 enn 
„ - Bar thy; roating thallbe ik 
| Ia 5, 29 Lion; _— thy 8 N - 
Ar the ſound of thy yoice all 
wellers in the world ſnall be x 
ued;and when thou commeſt, 
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Chap. 2. 11 Gods wrath is 
P of the Imitation of Chriſt —— 
ſhake 24. g 2 per. 37 
Who then but will feare? Or by Reuel. 6, 14 
what meanes can mie eſeape thine ok 
hands ? aue 
Ia man will hide himſelfe vpon de. 
the ſtrong rock i, thou wilt thunder Tai. 2, 16 
there we, on, and irfhalren aſunder. 20, Ke. 
Andi lurke in caues;or moun- 
taines, he ſhall be plucked out ; and . Hofer 
be made to ſuſteine thy dilpleaſurei, 5 wh 30, 
becauſe hee cared not for thy fa- — | 
| — 
uour. | Reuel. , & | 
Surelie there i de eee which Job. 23, 
ein hide man from t ve! Plal,139, By 
For al} chings are naked and open .es 
in thine eies i;; thou ſeeſt che heut Hebt 413 
and the reines o, and beholdeſt the * Plalm. 7,9: 
moſt ſeeret affections of the thought, 
ſo . no ſecter”] is . from thine 2 
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dened 4. which now doo 
ildeoing, and t iumph in . 
nes, ſ. fs. The Lord heh nos *; bte pra, | 
will not aer dn Fern (Pal, p 
They e ode! _ f 
vw theugh 2 ne- / "Thx 2 
vet eine | 
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HGH But in the houre that the eythinke 
* Mat. 240 nor, thou wilt come , and chey ſhall 
Luk 2,33 be taken in the ſnares of their one 
n wickednes. And as theeues and rob- 
2 bers being ſuddenlie taken are con- 
founded: ſo ſhall they be put do con. 

fuſion at theit due time. 

1 Then wilt thou haue nn e 
4 e nen x,-which now deride thy. ſer- 
1 — 7 uauts; and cul halbe rendred vn. 
S "Xe. 0 ſuch as haue abhorred thy eb. 

3 teouſnes. AF 
=... Now they ftop their cares ynto 
thy voice z bur the time ſhall come, 
2 they ſnall crie, and ier 

„ 5+: lt: 7 2 25:1 
; Now they turne thy word into a 
1 fable br chemſelues 3 
eu rien into a flame of fire 7, For thy 
"a | word ſhall goe out with an horrible 
lade pand it ſhall Grice tho wicked 
and uvnbelecuers without all mer- 
ein teig £5: won in 

Te il de roude n 
e buffed vp a knowledge, 
i and ee in power 4 What an- 
* 1 0 ſvere jill Wr 5 og 
ths: Cor. —— 3 is eates 
| eee Ic _ oily thak 
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of the] PSA of crit. 
© Then-all the vngodlie deriders of 
thy word. ſhall bee huſh ;-and' they 
which haue moleſted thy ſerua 5 wil 5 372 
ſtruken with an horrible feare 37 & C. 
Then ſhall chey vtterlit bee con 
founded, which, laying a good con- 
ſcience and honeſtie aſide, gaue 
themſelues to wants and wanton- 
nes. 


They ſhal ſuffer aniſhinene then, 1-2. 
which haue looſe the bridle Ynto **. 
thefleſh, ig 5 

Then ſhall they rate e 
beine which now are canning irt 
vane muſick and daun ce: 

Then ſhall that bee turned i into 
moorning, which hath bin contra 
ted by inordinate pleaſure : 22 

They hallbe bound pin bndlgz, 5s. 
together tobe burned then a, — auen 


haue bin companlions 
xd And 2 5 
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a. 
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dronkennes and 
home loue hath bound in wicked- 
nes, the reuenging fire ſnall roule to-—- 7 3 
gether in torments. Sos 
Oycefooliſh ind wretched, . Ss 
frantike, and blinde louers of the -- 
world, what doo yee, what is your - 
meaning how will yee clcape the. 4 
yengeance ofthe Lords | 5 wy 
Why for a lictle pra which 55 : PS ; 
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. Deleis not repentance. 
9 Di | The fourch books * 

you doo loue ,, doo yee haſten yntg 
P torments? Whie feare 

ee not hell, which deo ſo feare a 

ittle penance i And, you which flie 

the death of the lech hie afore · 

hand doo. yee not take heed of the 
etcrnall death of the ſoule? 
Vnlefle therefore yee doo con- 
uert, and repent, yee ſhall neuer ei- 

cape theſe horrible and firie tor. 

ments of Gods diſpleaſure. | 

1 * 2 daic RE 

e e generall iudgement, 

my bones loo thal ke for feare; be« 

cauſe entreatie then ſhall not turne 
awaie the wrath of God, bur hee will 


+ Aro, 42 be a righteous iudge to all ©, 
Tum. 4, 3 O God moſt holie, mightie, and 
e W 15 3 live mee e 
Fo el 
+; yafcinedli 
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CH AP, 3. 


1. An humble confeſſion of fins ; 
2, with a Praier for grace 
to repent. 


YT ſorowe & euer 

mee 3. 2 A. 38, 1 
O my God, foulic 

e N (ported. my life. 

— ich manifold ſinnes: 
but, Lord, behold. my teares which 
Iſnead before thee, becauſe I haue 
ſo much offended chine holines. 
For I know that in mee, that is, i n 


my fleſh, dwelleth no god 5 „ e : 
and that ſo long as I grin * 5 Ms 5 


bs 


rtall bodie , I am not tr yo. 
—— NI, ue 
[ therefore any EASY effcnd 
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% 
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SW 


*& LONG 
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lence is for our re · 20 Chap.z, 
ance, * The fourth booke 

ſo mightelie againſt mee, the which 

both ſtop vp the fountaines of grace, 

& hinder * ſtreames of heauenlie 

comfort from comming vnto mee. 

Lo np. And is that a Imall of- 
fence? 

SO VI k. No, my God, it is a a great 
finne, and ſo niuch the greater, as it 
paſſerh rhe ſooner from the _ 
and doth not prick mee with fore 
rowe. 

But, Lord, wilt 050 not repard' 
this my wicked dealing 5 How long 
ſhall I delude thee, and thus decciue 
my ſelfe! | 

Wilt thou alwaie be ſilent : en | 
is thy rod?where is thy ſpurt where 
neh wand! Ba 

O Lorde; hy dooft thou with- 

d rawe thy iudgement, and the paines 
 ofhellfromineciess 

Were theſe things alwaies in my 
remembrance, could 1 bee ſo rerch- 
lefle © 5 

Thy flence nd packing is for 

e * mine amendment but if 1 — 
bet. 3, 2 negligent, wilt not then puni 

3 mes ſeuere lie 7 Surelie thay wi 

. | 8 ifirhis World, yet 


Chap. 3» 

of the tan obrif. 
reuenged, neither ſmall, neither 
great offence, 

But much better here in this 
world, where borh weeping is prpfi- 
table, the paine is ſhort, the ſatisfa- 
Qtion more accepted, and reconcile- 
ment ſconer had. 

And therefore ſpare not the rod; 
but with a ſharpe water annoint 
mine eĩes, and reſerue not my ſinnes 
vntill the time to come, leaſt then T 
bee deliuered vnto the rormenters 
vntill I haue paide the vtmoſt far- 
thing #. 

Better i is it nowe a little for my 
re profit to be pricked, than hereaſter 
re £0 feele the bitter os of hell 'Þ 
ire. 33 3 0 ee! 

Wherefore 1 am to mourne, and © S ; 
to conceaue a 2 ſorowe for * RIGS 


ſinnes. a 
yi For manic things bee — 
. all ro laugh, 


8 7 


waile, but no — - 
The darkeneſſe of mine bart, the BY 2 

cc ſpperines of my conſcience; x 
e ptoaneſſe vnto wickednes; wy van: - 
k of grace, doo with mee, year: 
k 
et 


neceſſitie doo enforce mee to — 
and to lament. 


— W . Chap; 
ſaults to finne, ſhould make me hau f 
lite luſt to be metrie. 3 
Spare mee, 6 Lord, ſare mee. 
For though I weepe, becing'rou 
ched inwardbe wich ſorow, it is · ne 
maruell, becauſe the time is now t 
- Weepe. * 
O happie is the houre , when 
onceaue ſorow for my finnes! Ble 
d are the teares which doo fle 
from the griefe of heart, at the confi- 
deration of the foulenes of aui 
conſcience 
And whois able to ſound the bo 
tom of this depth, and to repror 
the hidden f $ without ad e 
Rs Ne lod. 1 
my e true light 5 on 
be, canſt lichten all the Ae ces. 


Ce 


eee e eee al 
the ſpors thereof , in the ſpirit of 
heate, and iudgement. 
It is in thee to giue a newe heal 
erm to create a new ſpirit , and there t 
— 3 — a ſecret habitation, that æ 
dee a place for rhee to. reſt in 
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Chap«3- 4. a" Col ir thy f. 
. ef the lation ef brit. 8 
zur commonlie leaueſt the ſame to ] 
xe illuded with beaſtlie affections, _ 
Jamthe more carefull leaſt that be- 
de mee. 8 
But helpe mee, ò mercifull and 
e "a to repare the ruins of 
this mine houſe. - 
Woe ro him from. whome thou 
deparreſt awaie offended !' Bu 
peace to him vnto whome thou dee 
cendeſt, and with whome thou a? 
bidet. RS e 
I miſerable wretch now placed 
ia the middes of ſnares, andloaden 
ith the ſhacles of wickednes, what 
ounſell is beſt for mec, or whatre« 
medie to be vicd, but onelie to lift vp 
nine heauie cies. vnto thee, that 
my crie may be heard in the hea- 
88 % DF LF 
For a polluted conſcience ſhall 
neuer finde or haue a better medi- 
ne, than bitterlie roflaic it ſelte in 
Yraicr, And how can extreeme ten- 
ation more profitablie. bee cured 
lac it preuaile not, than by pow» BR, 
ing continuall petitions vntuthee,  , 
and by humbling our ſelues ?? X 
But who can giue mee theſe ble. 
ee kes ergebende nen,; 
(4 Ns I tn dp. Where mi W 
I 5 attain. 
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mee, 


1 The forth books. 
And though I ſaie, lo nowe J will 
begin to amendʒ Io it is nowe time, 
I will doo fay beſt to reforme my 
waie, has, Bund ftar- 
dethibefore mee, the enimie liſteth 
vp himſelfe againſt mee, and wicked 
cuſtome keepeth mee back with 
might and maine, cba INVY 
mind. 
0 Lord; behold: howe Iam caſt 
and troden vnderfoore:be- 
old em which I dos en- 
ard. 3146 Stuszl 220 2 3110350 
Lift yp thy right hand, and deli- 
uer mee fro perſecacors, for they 
bPAl142,6- are too ſtrong — Flv 
ar — def 
5 ſtrengih hat failed mee. 
Ls. Mine arme is broken, neither can 
. he ſwoord faur meęs . * 
E 95 eee whome m: 

xp and rhar willrecedue and he: 7. 

AI nhnowe none. 
55 el dare alone cominueſtay 5 
6 not apptoch for N 
mw \ Thaucfinned 8 God,forgiue mee. 
yes hartelie ble chat e e. 
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Chap. 4. 


out that am bound, from the 


1 


year ee eee eh . 2 
— Neb knoweth y x 2 4 
ther hee ſhall amend his widked life, * 5 4 1 „ 

or be worſe and worſe 5. ?: 1 
Man woteth not howe her ali! 
proccede, and ende; and h 
nuance is verie doubrful |betaaſt 


of the 7 mitation of Te, 
full. 2 
„ Thou dideſt juſtlie in corfiing 
mee and iuſtlie thou dideft:commir 
L mee into the hands of mine aduer- 
h fatie.. + te uli Ens 9 
d But Lord; rembnibei char which 
h thou haſt made, amende that which 
is decaied, ſor of ie ſelfe it can neuer 
— — nd- 
t e my groani an my 
e uoubles: let 5 — priefe of 
mine heatt ac no time be ole of iy 
{ | remembrance. _ ahn 
1 — — Faber, caſ Wee 
pon my thraldome imprifor- Et 
« ment, vpon the miſerie and ctueltie 
1 which Ido endure ; and 3 
in 
8 
IC, 


7 
* * 1 „ E 
nos ; k 4 f 4 


Fe 
Mi, hypocrits, Chap 
* e 
which afterward become froward 
and rebellious. At the fitſt they were 
2 ⁊elous and ſi 
ent; and in the ende prœued cares 
12. and diffolute , ers „ and 
batbarous. And chey which at the 
beginning did bridle cheir wicked 
affections, at the length had ſcarſe 
anie care at all either hat they ſaid 
or did. And ſo by little and little 
wickedneſſe raketh tote and en. 
S while it is not preuented 


"Who: . N 
and be eircumſpect, ſeeing ſuch vn- 
Iluckie chances doo come vnco the 
good and modeſt? + | 
; Againe who th lie doth 
8 
to bear oF 
e Wee are all to b tried i, and who 
{42 Is ſure that hee ſhall not be burned, 
7 vi Pet. 1, 7 ſeeing rentationis afire © ? | 
8 So chat all muſt feare, and h 
"gs — 
8 >. to pr _ ES rodlie to 
dee ſecure. is 
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Chap. 4. 
| "M the Innen of cin. 


The celeſtiall purger will purge, 9 
hee will fine the ſonnes of Leui 8, 8 Mal. . 2 
een „„ Trim 

dis nat alwaies gold, which hath verſe 
the color, of gold; neither is it aal. 
waie Ruble, or naughtic filuer,which 7 

endureth beating, and bearcth the x 
flaile. For God beholdeth the verie oY 
cogitarions cle Ae iP 
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0 "toe thine infinite goodn nerd, 
I, -mereie,is greater han alm | 

- fins. And this ſhall be 

E comfort, while thou | 5 2 
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CHAP: ee 


BY on thi ſhortnes and miete ce 
© this} preſent lift. 2. A praiet for 
| graceto renounce the world, 
Adu tbe vanities of, the | 


Dr Jaies/Sotdig — 

in this 9 

— ed: and while Leon. 

nue vp6n the earth, lampoote; a 
SHeb.n,'3 ſtranger, and a pilgrime - 
41. Tim. 6% Ibrought nothing into the world*, 

and certaine iris 1 can curtze Bo. 

bee thing 'thereout4 for naked camel 

„ 1b. 3x but of my mothers wombe #31and 

0-07 bs e naked man J returne tether. 4 
| "Ae, gaine. 9022007 239190: sich 0 

As a aw which paſſethawaie 

and as a fether, Which is toſſed vp 

and e with the winde; and as 
a ghe one night; ſo luddenlie 

211 paſſe aWaie; 0h 

2 the time · de haue heere to 
$ is but as the ſhorteſt night. 

5 ee h euill are my daies , and 

Kaäääktſter a little while they thall ende 

mae as though che had — 


Chap. 5. 
of the Imitation r 
bern. 


And when wank dead; a ic 
man but filchines ? Who will haue 
f | aie catz of x” ſtinking curkas ? Or 
who will enquire of che abſent being 
dead whereas becing ale hve Was 
accounred of? | 

A ſmall while is man \ triianbecds 
either of his freends,orof ſtrangers: 
but {yndoubredbie © the righteous 
kalthe had ini guerlaſt 
brance i berauſd hee 
laſtinglle linked 10 Gb, 0 5 
waies the lame „and ſhall neuer 7, 
tigers ol oy ff be 07 blue. 302, 

Fereſore happie is hee: which 
putteth no truſt an man re? 3 271 
wicetk eim ahie workdlie- 
N hart e in heau for Bs ale. 12 

a erisin th 

ſicerie Nan: - il 3 7 
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e Selina they mine cbeſe ler f 
3 have Jined* face the: world 5 Cor. „ $55 
vntill nowe, and tell, 1-praie thee; 1. lohn 2,7 


where they bee? And thoſe pa 
vou ſes and heare ro e 
| thinkeſt thou WII ch == 
dure e Ibero le NN 
eee — 225 Ne Y 
liſetts; is bur vanirie !! ts W 
R its and wretched Hife! 
bs 32 | 8 4 
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eee Chap, 
The fourth hooks... 45s 
8 fraile, and lamentable life, which . 

d men dos ſuſfen xather inan de- 4 

: and wicked men, albe they 

lte! Hagen a they not long cnidie 
oft 1 YUDLIT lin OW 
Oah, vanitie of this erde, when 
wil thou haue an ende when wile 

thou cefle #: ++ - U 

8 | Ver che dme vill come, wh 
Tk the 4 ny nw ſee-free. From the 

en c {corrupaon,!, x 

= eee ro ch e 
7 are e m the 
+ "ff Chriſt . Lice . 27161 2113 .22l6% 
££,401-72 Would to God, the whole world 
would euen os in mine hart; 

— Lord God, euen mine im- 
{98 ons bene! weve: mo. 


eee en 2 ing le 


reer potion, Let them re 

44 that liſt, for afterward they 
hall feele a moſt bitter flixe. And 
the more' one hath drunke ee 
che ſharper ſhall, his torments bee, 


becauſe the whole, 40 4 
world Sens more widen delie 
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il fool) 2 
Manie you doo drawe, and de- 


I ceiue: but in the ende you leaue and 1 
deſtroie them.. er 
| Wos to chem which belecuethee; , S 
voce to them which be there drown” A 


ned. 2200 3.7 10 
But come, and come nigh, weg, 
W kumilitic f; and the full 
cing of all worldlie pompes 

hy neuer doo thou leaue 2 
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affraide for to unſweare & 3 vail | 
* x Tob. 97 3 not one for athouſand =. 1M: i 
T The Prophet Wan dente re " 
| 27 algo, whith fad Y, Mine heart i f pr gc 
"IS Gd mine heartis prepared. 
8H: 3200 O Lord, the God of my ſaluation 
let my AEN come vnto a good ende 
bd pts not the daies'of m 
Wasen, e 
on; an without eL thallfl * 
Ls — 1 TEL) get O73 * 
IR S, Long doo I thinke this life; 
Þ wi | ” therathier; becauſe: ofebi6contigh & 
eee Which fined | 


C1 ot 0 
therein; 17 in truth it is not ons 
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| * of the kati v of Chriſt. Wen W 5 
of God, accept ihie m gladlie: but 1 
yet il ænowe not how long che wil 1 
continue: yet howe ſhorte ſocuer! 1 
eee like and pleaſe mee 5 


But, would ta God hee would 
powre them largelie vpon mee; and 
cauſe them to continue with mee a 
long while! d n 
But the ioĩes and pleaſures which 
are not of God, are vile and yading, 

ro the ſhowe they appeare 
aba plett. 
Thus, cucn thus paſſeth awaie 7 08 
life, repleniſhed continuallie — 
both with good and euill things. _— 
Therefore ſo long as Iliue in this 8 
world, I am a poore pilgrime b. b Heb. 115 m 
cannot trulie ſaie I haue enough, 2 
becauſe preſentlie there is ſatietie 
of no good thing e: but the good eee, 
thing which I looke for thou art 4, j,. Ss, 
in whome I beleeue. -— 8 | 

So that, when thy gloric hath ap= _ 2 
peared, and replenithed mee, then, +0 
cuen then I will acknowledge, that a 
I haue enough. Bur in the meane 
while, becauſe this word is hidden 
fro mee, much griefe and forowe 
dooth enuiron my ſoule. 


- And therefore becing * 77 
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2 . 


ee ahem 20 bart 

1 ee 

of thine helic ſaicng, I repeare this 
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1. Ich. 1, 1 As we Bade heard, ſo we haue ſeeneſ: 
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a Omolt louelic leſu, gladlie dovl 8 „ 
folow thee in earth: bur more glad- ; 
„lie would 1 folow thee vnro heauen. 4 
Where my reaſure is here would BE 
mine hart be alſo . 5 * Math, 6, al 
Oah thou art my dente thou 
d. wich art ar the tight hand of the fa 
ther a, art deerer to mee than anie *Rom.8, 34 
creature. For my ſake thou waſt in- Hebr. 15 3 
carnate, for my lake theu — 
Uate. "= D 36 410345! -1{ 8 3869382 
Thou diddeſt leaue thy folks an 7 
example ypon earth 7 (how keepeſt ban, po 
thy ſel for a reward in the heauens, Pera 7 
Vpen thee therefore mine eies are 
fixed; and after thee: ded my feete 
trace To thee mine hart Hith, 5 
fact ſecketh thee d Lord, Iwill cont 2 
duale ecke face ny , 
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verum except God $3 Chap! 
8 * 5 20  drawe 7» th, The fe onr th 6ooke & 


O Lord, how long wilt thou hid i 
he fight of chy glorie . . huh 
ae, 7 thy face and e * 
CEncmies |; eh 
:Thau knoweſt ri ght Nel e 
= be diſlradted 4 — a wm 
and be diuerſlie beate, vill it he fall. 
joined to thee her ficende in at 8 
heau ens. 
Fot che force of loue knowerh, not h 
b -bgal.s. $,6 bow to be quict *,z but; vacedaarlief]e. 
# tp 7 makerh enquirie of her louer, {en- 
* deth. forth mctiengers, and dotleth 
22 neither doth it ſo giue ouet, 
cauſe loue will altag ether poſietlc 
that which it or in gt 


308 Therefore drawe mee , that. 
.S. 153 maie begin zelouſlie to run after 
thee. I had neede to be drauen, and 
with great force to be drawen, For 
thou dra we, none wil come, 
none will folow: : becaule cuerie one 
is naturcallic inclined to himlelfe- 
ward. 
But if chou once on ook wag 
' doo haſten, then Lrun, then'Iwaxc 
hot. But if thou doo not drawe, Ido 
neither tun, nor ſeeke, Ye 
haue I-pnie deſire at all e 
I chou reach out chine hand, Idoo 
Feeds un ſo much the. . 
C2} ou 
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chap. 73. 85 
" of thitmbatioof lrip.. 


k es ablie dchſt drawe,”” 
rs s the voice of m; as 2662 


re And when'T am 70 vp fromthe Joh. 12, 32 by 


A eart ab all men 922 Ker 


O fatete leſu, drawe mee after 
thee, and chen not! onlie, but all ſhal 


einements kf. ft 8.8. 1, 
Firſt theref6rs dove 938 after 5 
ties: then. n Gerig an 
exampſe of good li 0 re 
we ine nat ware projide, 
tis gebd that we ee this 5 
howe that wee began to run, not 
through out hee 1 bur * 
the 8201 of thin i 
s. is the. prong 
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t much Pore 
TEES 1 75 
4 Him 1 5 
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He ſeemed berge e 
ad : 1 7055 il folow thee, whei 
ſother tha; But euetie one 8 
got che gi ie be ſo affected ne 5. A 37 . 
$ K 4 weake ſtomach wat can. 1 


ee e viito: en 8 
Whar | 


Fahnen . of God. Chap. Ia. Ich 
e The far be 


M. What let haſt thou, 8 my ſoule, 
that thou dooſt not forſake all for fvi! 
leſus ſake ? Whie io vawillinghe do bi 

you depart from vane and ti anſito. il 
rie things ? What good can theſe y 
worldlic Ar. you? 85 

Behold, while you paſſe by mor. le 
tall things, and viſible, creatures, . 
willing to delight your ſelf in them, 
you forget ls ings, While you 
Io doo, you ſeuer yourlelte. NI 


ſoueraigne good. thing 
your pb from che true, 110 
and eternall life. 


And therefore you ſhall continue 
my and ans gull of gicls 
ecles u and ve xatioi F 
you ' , a ou ſh 7. I * It 
of cara row, and. mucbtcdi- | 3 
Aach * oulnes, vntill you. turne a aine vnto | 
; Yok1633 thy c creator: becauſe he is t Y peace”, 


| and ſecure quietnes, + 
75 But, if thou neue make dein 
carthlic munter, nor faſten t 155 


en 
e mire, but rather beholde 
are in. he glaſſe of 29 


e e creagures, not bn 1 0 Which pak 
m. Oat: ” ſer th. Set 1, bim whole image 
ee ir is, bleſſed art 


e b 


Wah, neuer dis, 


Fer. 


„Chap. 2a. 91 lat latin 
TT of the Imitation of Chriſt, 0 3 
For when thou ſeekeſt after theſe * % 


viſible things not to enioie them, 
but beholdeſt them to the ende to 
apes the ay of thy creatour, 
and — — "nt 2 kinde of lad. 

der where withall thou maiſt aſcend, © 
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s, chou ſhalt be deliuered fo from the _ 
n, Elchie bowels of this weary. .rf 2 
u Nw hlie bee coopled too 
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The funth boole 


* CHAP, 13. 


I; Homand when the ule ande 


are united together. 2. The 5 
| where God is fot | 


er 


REES) TX | Soule' chan ful 
N 

10 ? [44 þ O wy God, the true 

2 9 thou xno· 

SED yet how thou likeſt tr 

me well, and how take pleaſure dai- 


N N 
i x 
vp * * 
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1 
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be to be talking With thee ſecretlie r 


alone, 
Bur where maie I ſeeke thee, if 
| happclic Ido miſe ther tor anhour 
8 vnto thee ? 
b Iſai, 46, 9 , all things b; 
and I beneath all things a miſerable br 
E Mache, man. Thou art Besen e, and I inch 
4 thewbrM. Thou art moſt high, but! 
4 am peore, and a begger. bu 
* ho euer hath meaſured the di- Nu 
; Kance betweene heauen and earth? 
Far aſunder be theie: but farder art fen 
chou fro mee, 6 God. ſt 
od Wo therefore ſhall vnire mee to th 
thee ? either thou muſt doo it, or & 
none can. 
: ; But , 


ry, 
Chap.13- 9? 
of the Imitation of Chriſt, 
But if thou wilt, it maie ſpecdelie 
I be don. And thou knoweſt, how of 
da my ſe lte I maie caſclic fall: but that 
de ſtand, and 90 MO Wis of 
thy gcodnes, - 
So that my pale de „ 
the grace of £46 ſpirit, and of the in- 
I ugon of thy ſpecialltauor. 
u chou command, it ſhallbe liſted 
p from earth: but if thou turne a- 
waie thy face, ir ſhall be 1 
aroobled. 
; Bur of chy de Ae and 
el mercie receaue mee; and let thy 
righr hand guide mee 1 
Imtothee. 3 
Heare this, op * «Pal. 49,1 
Jeare all yee that in the 
for it is an eaſie thing with God to 
bring it to paſſe, as it ĩs ritten that 
the rich and poore maie be all one. 
I am poore, and lack manie things, 
but this my God is zich, and wanteth ; 
nt *Plal.co,m _ 


ys ww CTY 4s 


nothin 
1 | Aud whkoigls no great expert. 12 
Fence, yet I haue an vndoubted te- 7 — 735 


ſtimonie to prœue that the ſoule 
through [race maie be Werren d 


God. 7 
My belawid is mine, fab 601 60 en, 


pe . * 


Opirituall outer. 94  Chapjy © 


'SIoha7, 21 


e onlie dench great wœonders . 
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The fourth booke 

This is the teſtimonie of thelſ ! 
frende, and his deatling; of theſ h 

bri degroome, and the ſpouſe: and 
3s a verie fit, and aftrong ceſtim mi Y! 
of the holie lawe. 19 
The next is like to this 1 1 I 
that theie ments ee, gc 
art in mee, and I in tee, te 

Bcehold the notable ce e 
of two bookes, whereby it 8 0 
appeareth, that the ſoule, through” 
ſpeciall grace from aboue, maie b Jt 
linked familiarlie vnto God. l 
And although it rare lie come vo 
to paſſe: yet is it deerelie to be ac t 
compted of, and not altogether vn. f 
knowen to the louer. And agai ſ 
though verie hardlie: yermapick qi 
QUT. 
The ſoule therefore bene . 
to God, let no man dare to ſepar t 
| arwircoble. | 
thou dcoſt wander atthis mar 
velous vnion, woonder thou 
maruell at the excellencie of hi 
goodnes, and at the ſtrange and ſit 


8 Flr ing of che humane bodi 
to his Godhead,) 
Hee maie doo ng. he will, wi 


Fae i rem, 


Chapꝭ tz. 
of the a0 2 Chrip. 
ſhall finde it is his good pleaſure to 
haue it ſo. 
O ſyeete ſocietie with Chriſt, and 
nnder the wings of Chriſt!! 
10 gratious coniunction, full of 
„ loue, and ſweetenes of the holie 
11 Ghofte, the which is petrevitee bet- 
ter than vttered!i 
je Theſe things belong vnto the wule 
kJ that is eſtranged from all worldlie 
fl Parters, and is not delighted wich 
ea chis preſent life : but is carried aloft 
in godlie meditation. 
Cl The more the louet knoweth mi | 
the more —_— \ apy poorer 19k 
ſtand adlic would Ibee in pre- 
ng 0 the deuout ſoule 4 in 
ſuch an happie caſe, | 
And then is ſhe ſo, when che ſpouſe 
ell and ſhe is together at the noone Baie, 
af Bur then it fate th ill wich her, and 
chat verie ill too, if it happen that 
* leſus bee awaie; if the perfumes of 


Frace run not from aboue; if no plea- ©7.: 
; ſhe rake in the holie Bible; if it 3 
dee irkſome for her to continue in n 


praier and godlie meditation; if the 

doudes of the hart be ſo thick, and 

ich} hu cogizations doo fo preuaile, ; 
that theie cannot be reſtrained, hut 

do laborgo ouerx helme na manner” / | 


4 
b ee 
all che former god things. 
O Lord God, whie 4050 done 
What plaie is this? O bleſſed le 
what mcane you ncer. D bye 
If it were not c | 
boner, 1 9225 ko av far 
commi hetwecne thee, ane 
3 as EE 15 ſo. 175 
defirous 'of AA LN ape 
. whereby ſhe ws with 
chaſte delightes, props mule 
- whic ſometime you ſuffer 888 
- * ſodclolare. Thou paſſeſt 
s 3 as 


* AO 
t 6, 9 penſiue, Forahus ſhe ſ 
_ With ”p fone boys 1 14 


i night ith her, e 5 


eee 
aicrh for. thy preſeney 


TERED of ſinne comp 

N riot. For ſhe 1 | 
tious viſitation is taken from 
. ſowen 


3 " the heuer ſo ane cried 
bs. 7] - x n | to thee 8 25 8 


Chap.t 3+ S0 —_— 
| 7 the — 
unto thee: x 


Bur I thinke no crouble EG Tag 
meth ſo troubleſome ro her, as the 
want of thy preſence. - 

And no maruell, if through chis 
want the waicward ſoule doo lan- 
guiſh awaic in ſorow. For chou art 

hardlie found at anie time, and 
being found, ſhe reioiceth at thy 
turne, hoping to: ſpend-thedaie 
relie with thee: bur thinking 


hold: ypon — ae Fa 
I doo praiſe thee, bur 
| ſhall praiſe thee? Ran $44 
" praiſe and ſweetenes, hie 2 
eme to forgoc it in this deed . 
If chou wert not, 858 | 
fended. But ſhe can t 
fence at thee, whoſo 
loue her, * "7 
Tf therefore 22 5 real 
ſignified. vnder th on 8 


ſhowe it mee. 


| non dent the! 


« % o 
"os 


OE =— - HEE Chap. 13. 
The fourth books! 
ſarie to learne rhough it be bur little. 


Becauſe no man of himſelfe can 


behold thy ſecrer iudgements: but 
it is thy light which dooth both in- 
_— darke, and driue awaic hurt - 


things. 

What ede may the cauſe be 
that ſometime ſo ſecretlie you with- 
drawe your ſelfe from the ſoule, ſhe 
not witting thereof? 

Do you loue her, or no? If yu 

doo loue her, then hie do you leaue 
her, my deloued ?If you loue her not, 
hie then haue you viſited her be. 
fore time ? Againe , if you loue her 
not, whie doo you make returne, 
whic knock you at the dcore, whic - 
enter you in againe? What, is it of 
lightnes that you doo ſo both go and 
returne ? God forbid. 
But fo often change dooth not a 
lac greeue her; 3 Yea much it dooth 
ther. Vet the griefe would be 
ry it thou wouldeſt ſaic plain 


noh. 1,8 Ilie 1, 7 > br will come vnio you}, 


your harts ſhall reioice, and your ioie no 


F bie, man ſpall ralę from yo n. 


But now you caſt out neuer a by- , 
word; onlic ſhe thinketh ypon that 


e which ſhe well perceauethto 


in her <2" 
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inan Chi OY 
hid himaſelfe\ and went out of the N 
Temple... Þ 721109 Toby 8, gg © 
Atewe things I haue againſt you, 
but my complaint doorh ſpring out 
ofagovdroote: Thumblier ta 
be inſtructed, I loue not ts contend.' 
And there fore, when occaſion ſer - 
ueth, make anſwere I beſeech you. 
her ſelfe ſonie what for her learning. 
Likewiſe make you anſwere bold- 
lie when your part requireenm. 
O my ſoule, anſwere thou thy be- 
loued boldlie. For thy freend will pa- 
tientlie heare, and meete thee with 
milde words; that you maie ſuffer 
none hinder ane. 
Porithee bee not thy comforter, 
who will comfort thee ? And who 
more fauorablic will beate thine in- 
frmitie, than hee which beareth all 
things, and yet is not burdened © 
And to home more ſafe lit can you 
reueale your miſerie, than to him 2 
which perfectlie knowerh all things? „ _ , _ 
*Or i whome maie you put more erſe 1 
confidence, than in the truth which Ichu 6,14  * 
No, H anie ſtranger, or one that 
s nor a freend ro the ſpouſe ; hal! 
heare theſe things, let him beiuen 
r from 1 
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Chap. 

Th fourth boat 
from the dores. But if hee louethe NF. 
: «ſpouſe, if he be fairhfull, if deugute 
and ; lex him haue rein. 


If ab a kee . a ode 
ſcience; a louer of virtue — diſci- 
«Marth. 5,3 pline; if hee bee pure in hart 4, and 
cleere in iudgement; if humble it 
himſelfe, and 200d rowards others; N 
if he can neither wickedlie carpe at, 
vanelle extoll, raſhlie reprooue; im- 
2 pudentlie maintane, nor proudlie 
2 commend things; but contrariwiſe N?? 
8 the haue learned both, che things 
which hee concedueth not, to reue- 
rence, and alſo rightlie to interpret. 
obſcure and m yſticall matters, ler. 


. 

4 1 E . 

, » 34 0 F 
. Abſence of God. rt 100 
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the hatr K — 1 
ought 1 h 
e ans 
$ thou feele t na eral 
1 — Me thy — 1 for I 
F DE ſee that — can 
| 2 he keepe himſelſe long ; 
awaie: and I conceiue the like of you. la 
If you thinke god let vs fir heere . 
together; and confer we heereof to 6 
8 tendiert een 
1 -I 8 ch Af. 1 
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Chap. IA. : (Hol 
of whe miau . 
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Hi A lines, ofthe ſoule for „ 


adh , 75 ws Hale 
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Furſt ite, ct 

if *  \ Thefonrth bioks.'> © 
come nigh him. / 

M. - Your woords'are ſorowfull, and 


e deates. Q 
I che 55 4 125 
ort. But ſpeake, whence, commett 
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Chap.14- 3 Aen. Chi. 
te ien e f wed, 
preſent at a wiſh. Therefore while he 
is abſent, what comfort haue you, 
wherein doo you take delight: 
Tell me your ſecrets, be theie ne- 
uer ſo gricuous. 7 
That you beare the abſence as 
Chriſt heauilie, no man doubteth, 
but he onlie that loueth not. 11 
Now you are ſad, Itake it, not for 
this world, but for che ſpouſe Chrif, 
And I knowe full well that when hee 
ſhall returne, you will be merrie a- 2 
gaine: becauſe hee will not alwaies "0 
forget you. For he bath ſaid e will Loh. 14, 18 
er leaue you . will come 


ft nr 
"Therefore your wordes are not 


|| vane, being vttered with ſuch grie 
but theie declare: a louing . 
ü is nor 
inflamed with the loue of Chriſti ri 
be For your yoice; ib the voie of a 
k Turtle; not the crieng of a muri. 
rer. And therefore I truſt yu ſhall 
; finde him; "wang loffe pra 
Norwirhſtandingtilewaun What 
faieyou of — 
des fo bewatles Is he ghd, or n 55 
Doubtleſſe hee is good, and fi R 
ie r ted 4, v cane 2 ann, 
| f fats. © 


— oo. PT =: Chapit» 
P 
4 Faithiull, in him there is no wicked- 
| eIob, 3410 nes *,ncithercan be; 2; | 
2 Whie therefore lament you 


' that hee i good: but | lament mine 
one miſerable condition, becauſe 
I have * 2 and a Fairbfull 
freend. . 
I, euen 1 hank: deſerued . but 
alas, alas chat lx not his fauor. 
By the lack, L haue now leatned 
vharThaveldity And the abſence of 
0 ren his profench 
arten emen 
1 — merrie and iocund 2 
but 1 2 whit conſider of oe 


—— pe 
raines;h ation. Morag res 
In the porches of mine hotſe.. And 

I locked the deores of 
dletin the _ : 
mee. I did fit, and reſted wi 
der his ſnadome from the halle and 
raine. And ĩt did mee much god to 
ie. ibn Z 1 


Na toi 
af, ase Chr 
did I poſſeſſe? 

I am not able to vtter, how well 1 
proſpered then; neither is it conue- 
nient that I ſhould. I could not de- 
ſire more then I had, he being pre· 
ſent whome alone l loued. 


Oah, how did Lloue, when Ide - 


ſpiſed both my ſelic, * Buy — 

beſide! ? 
Ihad either little or 90 care ll 

of anie thing that might delight me; 


for I was rauiſhed with loue of him, 
and whatfocucr was not my beloued, 


I loarthed as alrogerher vnſauerie. 
But he being taken awaie, I am in a 
manner cleane out of hart. 
For my ſoule depended vpon his 
grace, becauſe I had none other com- 
fort beſides him, whoſe abſence I doo 
thus lameni. He did content me, and 
was ſufficient to the INT. . a 
mirth in deed. 100 bt. 
As Iwould, ſo nes hey ee 
1 enioined mee, I tooke it in 
art, and I conſecrated my ſelfe 
ie apt? and 


franklic' ro his will. So 
that there was a 


od agreement, 
and great quietnes betweene vs. 
No man durſt be ſo bold as to in- 


terrupt dur ſilence, when hee had 


| commanded fo through my mourh, PE 
; BY 
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N ioie where Teſus i 106 Chap 14. 
„ ³¹Üe 
I. I charge you, ö daughters of le- 
t al. 5. 2, 7 ruſalem 8, by che roes, and by the 
hindes of che fielde, chat yee ſtir not 
— ek nor waken my loue; vntill ſnee 
eaſe 


Now therefore * 2 
18 conceaue my 1 
cauſe I haue to ts ho — 
of my freend, by whoſe preſence. 
began to bee lo rich with all good 


M Heereunto I 3 1 knowe 
well hat you ſaie: by often | 
ente prœued ſo much as you 
ae. 
* let ys comfort our ſelues in 
this, chat the diſpenſation of his will, 
is the encreaſe of our reale, and de: 
uotion. Ela: 
And now I have” een wich 
chankefalrits that which you haue 
vttered: — 0 would 
A e lie haue chem 7 
chbie which be erde II 
nnn are obs... 
4 ene 
8 uc 
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eng? 
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Ws, 4. 
'Chapiy,., to Benefits of conenrR, 
of he Initaon of Chi 


| $41 CHAP, 15. 


I. Tonk ng he 1, of freendſhip. 
4.5 Chri upon mig 
4, + ini eels bead oh 2 *. | 


; The foult, 4. The affoutit be- - 
tmeene Chriff, and be 
ſeule of man, 


BRA Rajſed . G OD 
9 Yet which bath nos put 
ee feu mes . 
eref( re annow | 
_ & againe zclonflicro en- 
quire, if your freend aranie time leſt N 
you without inward comfort. 
e What muſe ou 
heere about? alſo maie 
reconciled and reclamed ? 


2 fal. 6626 . 


Ofall men eg you, ö 
d deere and be ſoued ſdule to Chriſt, 2 
conceale none of dy 4 
I am to demaund of you. 


You maie ſo doo me a pleaſure; in 
opening ro mee FOE ae 1 -- 
rations. l 1 

By your takte, I ſhall be able v0, to 
„Ineafure che waight of my griefe 

Arhecher iuſtlie or Without | 4 Wo 
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103 


— ; of concord. 
* e 


ſome what 8 

a 0 the. _ =o 
s your alteration 508 

and 2 ure of the = 


which hath N mee; ee 
how you haue run ouer manie mat» 
ters, for mine N to Lear 


varo you. 
8. According to your 320 A 1 il 
bend yd my ſelfe ſo ntolde 
ac be ee 2 nee, 
boch when J am W E 
alſo when 1 am alone, looking for 
him whome I ſo dopo lou 
8 firſt 1 re wtg reap: 

much ioie aud pleaſure by er 
= „ but Ißinde Maw 
ernes throug N f 
But whie it pleaſeth him ſo to | 


come and ge ber Thadbethould 
declare than l. Js 
But you ſhall heargirwhen | baue 

finiſhed the words of my ſong, be- 

cauſe inthe _ we will bring hi 

in vnto ys, and ſitti among vs, hee 

ſhall reach vs his par 2 which | 

vſerh to ſhow mes ſuch as def hs 
| preſence. | 
85 
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Chap. 13 - 10 
of the Imitation eu. 
In the meane while giue attentiue 
care ynro mee, and be not offended 
at mine homelie ſpeech, 
For wee are now edme t cher 


aer our „and 


reioice together. de 24 
For wo vnto him that is — b, 

becauſe when hee falleth into ſome 
ſorow or tentation, there is not aſe- 
cond to liſt him vp. And if to be to- 
gether theie will comfort one the o- 
ther, while one ſad, the other 
miniſtreth ioĩe; or refuſe to be 
comforted, he ſhall be deviened forth- 
wich, and griefe will be taken for his 
griefe ; and ſo it will fall out that ei- 
cher theie will boch be glad, or both 


ſadt And although ſome ſo- 
aer | 


aduerſitie, or matter of ſorowe: yet 
the more patientlie theie beare ir, 


— — 


nothing can hone: or alter _ 
mindes. 7 

No aha ſeeing db n 
cord of mindes, but muſt n 
breake into theſe woords, Sar 


<Behold/how goed ænd bow cumelie a thing 


it 3s;brethren to dwelt even together. 
TE IEEEY can the more 


i boldlie 


to 
weep nl or ri er brech pre 0 


bees * bs 


4 * concord. * | I cha 
* The be "ru 
boldlie tel youwhar I thinke, berauſe 


I dread no deceipr, or fubtilrie in 
ou. 
4 ſpouſe, and beſt: 


Los this l ſecete 
beloued frend, our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, 
2 wid. ua; the loucr of holie ſaules d, euen of 
pure loue, not able otherwiſe ro doo; 
allured mee vnto him; and when! 
„AA. y, 22 was not, he gaue me life* wiſedome, 
and power to benols this common 


light. | 
4 geg mee grace to be borne ' 
; are und adorned | - 
e roabe of his pretious 1 
merirs. 
Dura belle whindterne 


Thad foule d my ſelte with 
ſinne, and was far vnſit to loue him, 


— "vhs; ry rag 4 


| yet I wandered out 
ofthe wiie, be ee eee 
Rom. 8, 30 geodnes *, not mee to 

4 . 2 
Moreouer, be bath prouided wee 
bv" 0 warm br 6 vg Is 


| the 


. 


: within 


2 "fihe Imdb ef Clnif,. n. I 
the true reſt, which wee ſhall fecle 


after the labors of this preſent life 8. Reue. 1, 
Vet for the ſoule to perceaue her f 
ſelfe rd be vnburd of worldlie art 
cares, and there to reſt where ne 
maie the more fullie ſerue her belo- 
ued, and attend him in the ſe- 
cret chamber of ſilence, nian 
of comfort. 

Furthermore, —— hach not 
left, but aſſiſted mee in my diuers 
troubles, and ſoreſt tentations. 

Alia, he hath both inſtructed mee 
oftentimes with proſitable ſermons, 
and confirmed mee in his word. 

And as yoong plants are nt to 
be watred with ſhowers: ſo he hath 
watered me with inward comfort, 
that the virtue newlie implanted 
rhaie not wither. 94 

And he ſaid to me, Ifchow haſta 1. 
luſt ynto me, and wilt harken vnto 
me, thou ſhale enioie good things; 
it thou wilt doo, —— com- ; 
mand you, ou artafrendofmine *. e 

If thou wilt chooſe me, and _ | 


* 1 5 « 
_— 4 
5 = N 
4 4 » 
* o P- * + 4 
1 * l 
„ 8 
= LEON * . 
n . 
3 b 4 


4 | 7 | ; : , | Chapas: 
e 
thou ſeeke after another, he ſhal not 


but chou wilt loath 


pleaſe thee long, 
and abhor 3 the ſal- 
itohn. 14, 6 uation, and the life e ſoule 
en 35 80 „ 
ad doon me e 

ſelfe from out the duſt of ahi af. 
feRions, [decreed in mine hart from 
thenceforth to ſerue him onlie: : be. 
cauſe I found better than 
him, nor could 1 _—— no GNU 

more proſirable. 1 
Let others iet, minds lecke kibae 
freendſhip theie will elſe · where, I am 
| thoroughlic perſwaded this is the 
$508 — 2y 1 for whole ſake 
. me thinks I could gladlie forfake 
3 * this world, to enioĩe his loue euer- 
| | 1 £144" 1316 
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"Inns Pris, we 


7D — could I 
; . 1 24448 

my ſoule alwaie hath excee- 

— a one, as is che 


„* 
>, angie 
. * 
- 4 
ry 0 
= | P „ 
4 


eee 


eee 


: 2 tmirderneftlieih. ts "i 
chrough over-much roughnes , bur | 
rather enioine and teach mee der 
which ſhould bee both light, and 
ſweete to be borne, that ſo my yoong ; 


| affeRtion might che better be drawen 
Jon, and the more forceablie addicted 
to the freend See, _ ne 


not back 


at — — my and 


. 
the barrell. e 


weakenes at = firſt, wen through 

expericnce I ha en! ength to 

endure affliction. on 

' — 

enſtructe an are me vpon hi 
inoulders, 7 


Hee conducted — ball 
Scripture, and with the heate of his 
holie Spirit he armed me againſt the 
wicked tentations of Satan. 

; Moxcouer, he placed before mine 
eies examples of all the virtues, 
namelie, 2 2 
Prophets, es orious lights 
jy are — 34%? _—_ 

Euen as a Mother wockethche: 
litle childe; ſo hee inſtructed mee, 
breaking ſpirituall ſhales, and put 
ting the carne ls into my iawes,be 
cauſerbeie wereſweeteto be eaten. 

Search if: you * wr 
die and were ſüch nia bt 

Open the apoſtolicall booke,reade 
aduiſedlie; and ſee ä 

co ſo great myſſeries. 

Peruſe the Prophet Iſaiah; Toke 

its rhe/Goſpell, — 4 of all 

Ing — 

yebld moſt pleſanr | 

Sela e 131501095 950d omiroant: 
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more grieuous to lis b. 
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115 


e bee xb 


which is obſcure, and hard to he vn-- 
and 


2 is A hut in a ſhel. 
Burit- are it expounded, 

aner ideen afore you did 

nar;: then brdben is the hel; and the 
ſweenes:of the aut deoth fauon in ny 12555 
the hart And ſo are e dug 

make betiold: fo manie- uu, at you | 
ſee hidden ſentences. 00 — 


bebere 
. 
often us he beheld thine i 


and yet neither daſt me off, — 
parents bur pationtlie aud mefei- 
1 du 85 E, pet. 3 9 
e, he did beare ene ke. 

1 mand he made other men 


robtare with mine inſirmities, and 
dn yas blameworthie with- 


nas; 1212007 alte 100 9190 


' Beſiqes,yermore 
beare 


he did 
_ 
bate his 


t 
che place —— where I Ich. 19, 17 
hee was crucified; For then Was Ta ill 
more heauie burden vnto him, than 
che droſſe a. Ahd my: — 4 - 
1 

chis vod of the troſſe to his bac. 
Becauſe for my ſake was 

91 carricd, 


”  Spiritucll affinitie. 116 cn 
* eren 
_ ®Ifai. 33, 5 carried v, not for his oune ſake... 
1 6 On bow! is —— 
to be loued, and to be wo 
whoſe grace and 6 
uke. 15. A hoth foumd out o, and redecmed?. 
YI; . Sc. And therefore he ſhall be as deere to 
: 5 12 me, asche child is to his mother... 
10 But well knowe, that I am far vn- 
meete to loue him. Norwizhfta 
my boldnes commeth from bia g 
—— Ldoo otberwiſe 
hut tun vnto his moſt g̃reendlia em- 
brace ments, when bee:ſhowedrbim- 
Jelfe ſo kinde vm mοννν⏑ẽe 154 bar 
Ido wellzomemberwbarthe Pi 


het Dauid in agertaineplace 
| Wit ini rho Niesen 2120 bib of c60 A 
3 9 
4 faryilie of any fratber, in r at bas 


dbſannt in lam de King #5201150 
30178 
But our affinitie together is much 


. 


Seeed 9! Me) 910! 
did that 


1 Diſciplevbame 
| ;epPakin ie this wife wr: 


| een: v 101 N 
in For 
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Chapas- 117 Spiritual aſiaii 1 

"of the Imidationaf F. 
For God is loue i, and E. Bil r „ Ieh. 4, 6 9 

"0 gcth forth thiskinred. | 

TY Therefore ſich Dauid thought 

aJhimſelfe far vnmeet to be ſonne in 

FN lawe vnto an earthlie King: much 

0 more abaſhed: hcl to be, to enter 

into alliance wich the of all 

Kings, that vouchſafeth to allure me, 


5 vile — frecollihip 
ſe 


So that he hach delt witch mee, not 
according to my deſerts, but euen as 
it ſeemed good in his mercifull eies. 
Oah bleſſed, and happie artthou, 
ſoule, now thou art faſt bound wick 41 
the chaine of the heauenlie loue! : 
— how noble, and free art thou, 
ſeeing thou art priuie euen to che 
ſighings of ſo holie copu ulation! 
1 Bur Ihaue ſpent manie words 
about the be loued, and yet haue nut 
anſwered fullie vnto your de- 
maund, let vs now 1 
tt) | afreſh, and war nog 
a n 
bee f NY 
, „ LO 


E Tlentation weceſſerie, vs Chap. is. 
CHAP: 16. ein 
x. The more wee loue Chriſt, Ry 


1 — we maze. 2. Na ene 4 
3. Happines of the life to come. | 
4. How'ts beare * 5 


fiction. 


1528 3 pr 
en, Looks unn the 
A Y hands of their maſtersy' 

ono the hand of her mi- 
g's * cies are fixed conti 


nuallie vpon my freend. f. 
rn eee. * 


ee — | 

1 eee 6 
the ſame q 

LES = 

andthe puritic of e FP 

ere, it was 9 

Id be tempted. And ſo I could. Þ 

not bee, vnleſſe he both ſuffered the 1 
3 * 

becauſe tentation ſeruerh 2 
=> 3 25 os purging of the inner 

"hc a n man *, : and forthe rail ringing 


—— 


g Wo 
„ * cit 


forth of virtue; and alſo for the bet- 
ter perceauing che ſpirituall graces 
of God, I was tried, and exerciſed 
thcrewithall. 
How ſtronglie, and how hes — 
lang me this waie and that waie, m 
and Lord, which knoweth abc. ſe-' 4Rcclus.23, 
rets 4, and is a witneſſe to cuerie verſe 19 
priuie copitarion of the hart and Act. 15, 8 
tillfeerh mee, and perceaueth how 


© | 9 nothing elſe bur a fraile crea- 


e f, euen he knoweth right well. then, n- 
if therefore hee had nor aflifted 
nce, when I was Fe begs - 


pkemercie f 
f 755 who were ade to beare ſo mas : 


—_ ns! 
N it was of his great 
nerciè that I ſtœode before the face 


f ſuch trœobleſome tempeſts: and 
o it is of the ſame his ee e 
ill I deo ſtand and falln Dor ET 
But heereof I maie not vanelie 
— T long as I Iiue in this mortall 


For uy 1 ſee the elements | 


1 20 Chap. 16, 
The fourth beoke - 
105 Tn yet doo I not thinke that 


—Y 


3 continue quiet. For the 
yi e uy -. 
ary when wee thinke leaf 
thereof. ] 

So that by ſo. much 1 perceaue 
doo neede my freend his aſſiſtane s 

pbdby how. much I perceaue I don li 
. open on all ſides to troobles.. 1 
| We ſhall be quiet no where but ui 
Reuel. u. heauen i uber wy freend doth feed 0 
. his elect with ioic and cxultation. 11 
But when there ? What can I ſpeabe * 

thereof? Scarſe can I thinke ani 
ming thereof, and that not cuidem “ 
. enough; and enter thereinto! x 
bike 216 Oct he would come, t I 
mee in that allglorious, quiet, and] © 
fructſull paſture of his ſancts, where c 
neither Satan is, nor danger to be | 
| feared! c 
.: As yet Itoile in theſea,and) whe h 
reap. attaine vn een port oi 
on by 0 of hy trooblely . 

arg & chrough o manig contrari 

windes, I am vtterlie ignorant. 
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16, 121” | Hopejnnentation. © 
* of the Imitation of Chriſt. TY 2 
all ſubmiſſion I ſecke the fauor of "2 
my beloued ; that I beare toward him : 
a conſtant hope; that Iwill not bee 
ſeparated from his loue 4; and that * Rom. 8,3 
Ido reſt ypon his prouidence, and 
vnſearchable goodnes, more than 
elfe 514 n it 9 
And therefore, though toœtoo often - 
I doo ſtagger, yea and fall to ſome- | 
time into finne: yet am I not to de- 
ſpeire, bur rather continuallie tu Bic 
vnto him, and to cri: 
O Lord my God, haue mercie 
vpon mee, and ſuffer mee not to pe- "= 
rich through my manifold tentati- 3 
ons, but aſſiſt mee faithfullic, hat 
valiantlie I maie reſiſt, and ouer- o 
Reach our thy right hand -t 
the worke of thine owne hands 1,oah 'Tob.14415 - 
thou which trieſt mee by Satan, and 
ſetteſt mee oftentimes on thy left 
hand. | 3 
And if anie ſuch tentation ſnall! 
come, as will ſtaie mee from crieng 8 
vnto the Lord, then will Iſigh from 3 
the bottom of mine hart. For hes 
knoweth euen the verie ſeerets 
the hart u, and is priuie to the gc 
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"IL = © 
i 4 ; But fal. 7, 9 
1 nings of che ſpirit *. It is not his will Rom. + 
al chat anie one euen of che leaſt ſnould 7 
| G 1 3 periſh. - TAS yy 255 4 4 
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Fee 
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Sa a 3 
* — 


- ,*Mat18,14 periſh 9. | | 
' .., Oahy how great was his goodnes 
to mee - ward, in that it pleaſed him 
to be preſent with me in my trooble, 
when I did not knowe, nor could 
marke ſo much! For often hee pre- 
ſerued me N beeing vtterlie giuen 
ouer vnto my wicked affections. 
Through his ſecret iudgement it 
came to paſſe now and then, that I 
fell, and was foiled euen in trifles, 
Pſa. ii. 73 that Imight not waxe proude P, and 
be high minded for great things, but 
learne through humiliation; how! 
was nothing euen then when I ſee · 
1. Cor 4, med to ſtand vpright, and to floriſſi a. 
And therefore I with you not o- 
| kay win or" vD to r 
e. I ſeeme to proſper in 
| your 0 ae ally aiſe yn- 
till the good daie of my death, yea 
rather praiſe the Lord, and not mee. 
Giue the glorie vnto God on 
uke. 3,14 high 7 which aſſiſted mee in all my 
| tentations. | Fn 
4 For hee deliuered mee of his mer- ff p 
A die manic a time, when I was taken I d 
T df mine enemies. n aun 
Alſo, when theie came as a whirle- r 
Vuuinde to deſtroie mee, hee ſent out if 
Tpfal. 18,14 his arrowes, and ſeattered them J t 
333 2 
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chap. is. | he 5 dow 
of the tnidarionif© 
and he encreaſed lighrni bene and ap- 
paled them, ſo that theie 
Aerts Becauſe he would not Fon | 
mee to be without that; which from 
time to time he hath acquainted his 
ſancts withall *; | Act. 14, 22 
80 that 4 had rr 2 little Plal. 34, 
quiemes,/ and peace by che meanes 


of my freend. 
Wher „I did I" mee nor ; 
vnto b wb or x worldli — wn ES 
25 1olding th cart e 
a far off, and cafting — or We ou 
Pens ſeerets of h 
I gave diligenee to ſee 
ner of e, 
beſt pleaſe him, which had reue 158 
vnto me ſo manic tokens of loue, far OT 
beyond all deſerts of mine. 9 
And ſo much as in mee laie, Iwi- f 4 
ſhed continuallie for this iviefull 8 
peace, the better to cleaue vnto him, 1 
and to ſerue him the more freelie. 
But manie times the ſoule hath 
not her deſire. But ſometime it is 
granted, ſometime vpon god conſi- 
deration it is differred. | 
For who would not wiſh ſtill ro” 
reſt nder the ſhade ofthe opens Wk 
if it might be granted him, and j; 
ume end pier were condenient? 'S pf Fes: 
z> [ir 
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124 Sbap. 16 
The ſaurib booke \ 
But now my freend worketh with 


mee againe. 
I fecle not afflicton alwaie, nei. 
ther yet doo I enioie continuall reſt, 
but by an euening and —_ a 
daicis made. % DR 
For this, mortall life is 
comming and going both 
> A&.14, 25 proſperitie and adaerbiie x, 9 408 
This was in the mind of that lane 
Fob; 7,18 which aid 7; 7: dab 
: T ft VIBE abs morning, 
and trieſt him euerie moment. 
© Notwithſtanding; it ſeemeth a 
kinde of reſt, if the enimie doo nei- 
ther to often, nor too mum 
lie aſſail aile. 3 
And therefore when: it ſhall be 
2 


ſo ent in 


anted mee euen a little to reſt mj 
Ife ſeetelie in my beloned, Iwillſ ct 
take 1 it in good part, and reioice. If m 
will reioice Iſaie, yea and alwaie re- 
 loice for that grace of God, an 
Moreouer, it maketh mee boldeſ th 
| to praic vnto him in all myneceſh4ay 
ties, becauſe he hath freelie preuen 


ted mee ſo oftentimes with his mer. ſel 
ciful l viſitation. 


For when he dœoth but approck ci 
188 minding to keepe holie daie withypc 
mee, en ie there ſhigl 4 


nein. 


. 


neth a light ouer mine ie hart, which 
4 driueth out rr 
all wicked cogitations, hereby I deo 
enioie the long deſired ceerenesof 
God his light. 
Becauſe no vncleane, nor flchie 
ching can ſtand here he entereth 
. 
the ingraffer of the ſame of.” 
ie bong Mark : \ 
ther with the powps of: whis 4% | 
muſt be packing, | = 
Therefore m / paſionsandrenra- - ie 
tions which 1 did endure being ſup- "1 
priſed, I began both the more ei- 4 
dentlie to knowe, and the more car. 15 
neſt lie to louezand the 6.44 
w praiſe him, for youchſ; 
length to beate back the 
— of e from: as 


er ſelues — —.— — wiſts 


dome, becauſe: euen in a moment he g $a 


can ſlide downe into mine hart, 


1-0 my'faithfalk; and all pple 
i freend; ake:me&ſo:ynrorhee,when- 
ſocuer chou ſhaltperceane mine af. 
fections to be either preſſed downe 
at anie time with the 0 of ſin, 
ox co be held with vnneceſſar ie buſi · 
nes chat I mae not wander fur 4. 
tlraie from thee aſter tlie ſwarme of 
wicked cogitatlons, and ſo ouerha- 
ſtelie be depriued of rhy grace, with · 
out which I (hall not be able to en- 
W fre 
For chon att my Lord and my 0 
Matt. 4, 10 God >, which by hy word do yword dobſt both 
heale, and ſanctifie; which holdeſt 0 
foule in life ©, and: ſuffereſt not f 
my feete-rs flip; but deliuereſt mee f 

from the euill daie, and from the 

ſnares of deatli. x t 
Oah, how manic haue bin caſt off e 


- ePlal. 66,9 


and virerlic periſhed, that haue bin 
much more 2 — 
ſoule, praiſe 


| And therefore 
F thou the Lord, and charis wichin 
er mee bleſſe his h Name 4. 
My ſoule, I faie', praiſe thou rhe 
"Tor d forget not all his benefirs; 
It is all teh little, and far vnſuffici- 
ent whatſoeuer thou ſhalt either 
* omiſe to his 


praiſe. 


Chap» 16. 2 In God al goodum. 
Pf the Initarianafobrah. | 
; | praiſe, For hee exceedeth all praiſe, 
and is eng ſweeter chan anie mu- 
ſick. 
[Wherefore my eule Seit to 
ches alone, and loueth thee aboue 
all other gifts, notwithſt it be 
exceedinglie beutifull and ſweete 
; | which of mecre good: will thou haſt 
b ſent vnto mee 


For thou dne ut We ſpauſe e, *e Matt. 5 15 = \ 
as for all things elle theie eg | 
and arguments ofloue. — 

In ſteed of thee I will not loue | * 

chem; neither will I beleeue that 7 

mie thing, or all things in the void, U 

can ſuffice mee, if I have northee: | „ 

I mate perchance * 

eden x them te. 

1 iueſt me leaue roſe marie 

ings for thy fake; e oF, 
nk one in t 
n 1 euch a b e AfBxodamy 
8 Andtherefore,d Chriſt my ſweere 

ſpouſe, I haue preferred thee afore 

all other-things, and my care hath 

bin aboue all things to loue thee. | 

Wherefore, phat that bleſſe 
Imaie enioie thee, e 
1. euerlaſtinglie ro triumph in happi- 

Ines together with thee.” 

Bur how far atm 1 come ? 1 haue 


84 — 


* all in fo dovi 
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Chap. 16. 


rf . - — 
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Leſſons of parionee, - rhe fs 5 bs 


lengthened my = more chan 
perhaps you would. But pardon om. 
good freend. For I haue bin carried 


tr, ry oy ot. 


alt theo through the loue of mine 45 
land onlie freend; and would to 
God fe. E568 oo pleaſe him ſtill to life 


1 5 54 and you too in contem» 
lation 


Let him prouide a an heauenlie af. 
2 99194 but let vs not keepe a baſe 


| oe bing done. f 


e you mee, whe her Lam for- 
ſaken at anie time of my beloued? 
. 4 Lea, I ſaie ſo. 
M. But how deo you behaue your 
. in troble? 
Itake allt things as patientlie as 1 
* a expecting his comming. 


A ieucd, bur astou- 
e ig haue inward pati- 


4 fe prœue not in- 
get hon ett For I et not, how hee 


ie by ach s ;Lbelees: cs PREY 
IS e 831 e ho- 
1 8 lie 7 ee 1 giue credit to the 
words of comfort. And although 1 
endure affliction: yet I 1. 
neither in deede ought 1.to doubt, 
76075 God (when 12 —55 5 
can ſend mee eaſe. 


thoſe 
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g en = 129 of chro 
c ation 

thoſe woordes which are n 
Becauſe the verie ſancts themſe lues 
haue bin exerciſed in manie , and 


proued in like thi 
Nature conti * . wiſh for 


quietnes, and ſeeketh to be comfor- 
ted in ſome thing: but the ſpirit not- 


withſtanding is readie to ſuſtaine re 
. | wharſocuer the wil of Godis Lihould 1 
endure i. IMar. 14,3 
i cherefore ſhall be lee clan, e 
and leſſe willing to doo good, u- bo, 
I niſhment ſhall ber the — —— = 0 
| Though he ſlaje me, ſaith the — t kTob,n3,15 PF 
es vill I truſt in him. =O 
IfTloue virtues, patience is a great U 


virtue: therefore let patience euer. 
more bee retained. For the more 


| | praiſe we purchaſe, the more paines 
ve take in bringing things to paſſe. 
| And that our virtue maie 3 


I ued, and made the more r 
ve are commonlie exerciſed by con- F 
trarie euents. ee, 


Therefore whenſocuer anie ſuch / + 
| | triall ſhal happen, be not out of hart. 
neither fall downe; but reteine tho 


patience, and extoll the rigbteouſ- 5 
6 r 
| nes of God, The Lord is not 1 
and pittileſſe, chat he canſufferyou ' 
to abide long vacomforted.;/ oo 


« * + 0 * 1 1 
l 8 | 

- hs we. $47 1 1 
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pe waze to uietues. 130 Chap. is. 
Onlie haue a cate; that you nei. 
ther lament immoderatlie, nor yet 
murmur againſt the righteous and 
11. Cor. 10, luſt God, becauſe you are forſaken 1; 
verſe 10 leaſt the wicked ſpirit doo ſend vnto 
you more greeuous tentations of 
your faith, whereby being ouerfeare- 
full, you ſhall extreemelie bee af. 
Where fore beare a little, and ſup- 
preſſe your ſorowe, although the 
griefe both of your hatt and bodie 

be neuer ſo great. | 
Abide conſtant in that good pur- | .: 
poſe, which at the firſt you intended 
to keepe. For it is good, eſpeciallie at 
ſuch an extre mitie, to caſt all confi- 
dence vpon the beloud. 
Looke thou patientlie for God his 
heauenlie comiort, ſo ſhall you ſpee- 
delie pereeaue a ſpeciall fauor, and 

fight of God. done 

238 Lo, you haue a faithfull witneſſe, 
pal. 4% ſaieng , I waized patientlis for the 
Ws | Lord, andihee inclined onto mee, and 

heard my crie, © Asch AG 1 
And that in your neede you maie 
linde the like fauor, I doo wiſh: you 
1 both earneſtlie to praie your ſelte, 
IP and deſire others to praie for you 
. alſo, and ſo commit your ſelfe wholie 
une CY to 


* 


Chap 17. 
of the WER fe. 
and is priuie vnto 
come? Euenl, che Lord, 
donn allihings in mealar, cumber 5 
andweigbt ', : x cWicu. 15 17 

I am the creator hoth of heauen 
and earth a; the ruler of this ware 8 Tſai. 42, 5 


b the knower ot hidden things ; * 1. Tim. 1, 
the reuealer of ſecrets ł; the poſſeſ- ſetſea 17 
for of the whole world l, wide be- 2 
holder of the cauſes of 1 1 ol * — 
culars. | _— \A 


I am God,and change not u, who I Pfal. 30, 13 
haue continuallie wich me the cauſes ® Mal. 3, 64 V 
of all changes inthe world. I 
I am God the almightie n, whoſe 204 4% 
power is inuincible ; I am God — iy 2 oo 
the moſt high 2; whoſe: highnes can 9 
not bee arrained 43 I am God, the P Hai. — * 
moſt righreaus *, whoſe . qPlal.1; 9.7 
not be conecaued . 8, c. 
l am for my preſence cuerie-where Mat. 19,7 
t and eee e bo. ge 
1 am the moſt ſpirituall; and far- + 
N If aun 
I beare all chings, yer neuer bur. 2 
dened 7, and fl and rule each n 5 
place, and yet vnſtretehed. 5 
I behold boch chings paſt) and * Tohn.ny 
things to come alike, Wade a 
were preſent *. 211086: MT 3ES cclu 
1 ſurpalſeall demea 


3 


| . tuall, and ral. {4 
I Lam diue ie tobe named: W 
thought is able to conceaue mee as 
I am, 
1 ſhewe: my ſclfe ſuddenlie, and 
| forth-with when one would "lite 
Ks | thiake, lam gone againe. 
br. Tim. 6, I am in deede the inuiſible God d, 
| "verſe 6 which after a_thouſand-waics: de- 
clare my preſence to my freends. 
And thus I ſake ynto the louing 
ſoule: 
Iwill hide my face for a little ſea- 
ſon, I will forſake her for a while, 
to ſee if her loue be pure, and vn- 
fained. 
Lee eat matter to loue vnfai- 
or that is to loue mee net» 
V for her owne ſake, nor for anie 
| temporall . or ſpirituall 
| comfort; but ro loue mee, and mee 
Sueie onlie e and that for mine owne ſake, 
and chat tothe end, and that in hope 
of nothing at mine hands. 
8 ee Ap" = loue 
9 mer; trogatiue pure 
| 8 is properlie. ro the perfect 


But ſhe that is yet vnperſebt, hath 
great neede often to be provued, and 
"+> tha that ſhe maie W 

I 5 ow 
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WW: \ 
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ie kaka ef Chrif. = m0 
| how much ſhe loueth mee, and bo 
greatlic ſhe deſpiſeth her felfeQ. 
For you ſaid in your hart: Trulie 
I'doo loue (Chriſt,) yea, and often 
po u repeate the ſame thing, I loue 

im in deede. 

But I credit not weords,or thou hts 
onlie. For I will make ue of 
chat lone. | 
When I am ako ; wind ſpeake 
faire; when I either put, or encreaſe 

good motions in the minde; When 
I grante pro ritie moſt commonlie 
» | or — can you ſaie wich all 
deuoutnes, O my belaned; I doo l. 

von. And you as well For I am 

lie er re e 3 5 
time to or o- 
cher wiſe than freendlie, and hono- 
Ilie of mee. ö 
But for toſperitic,andgeodrurnes 
> | onlie to ſoue, and to co mee, 
: whar great th is it? Becauſe euen 
finners doo the For when theie 
haue receiued what theie 
craued, theie oſtentimes bleſſe mee 5 
for the ſame. But praiſe is not ſeeme- 25 
lie in the mouth of the finner £.: _ + eng 
He therefore which eirherfor ſome verle - 
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EV 
"Ke 
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| The fourth books + Chapay, 


uetous man dooth. Bur exceede him, 
I ſaie, exceede him, and proceede 
vnto greater righteounes. 

Be aſhamed ſtill to be weake and 
tender; learne to cate mans meate, 
bee not ſtill fed wich che milke of 
children. 

Attaine chan co the compinie of 
che ſtout Dauids, that can hold both 
ſpeare;and{woord; and ſhie ld. 

Take vp the er- and folowe | 

Luk. 9,23 mee. 

b Make haſte to be in the number 
of chem, which haue learned to 
beare diuers afflictions, and much 
bapiſhment fot my name falce. i 
are too much giuen vnto eaſe. 

I purpoſe to trĩe you,and rorurne 
vnto the — that you maie 
knowe what you can ſuffer, leaſt you 
ſeeme ouer innocent and holie in 

rowne conceipt. | 
—— ard anger, deer 
heauie diſpl eaſure, together with 
ſore tentations of wicket ſpirits hall 
come ypon you. Some vniuſtlie ſhall 
vou of your goodes; others 
all take no vpon you; 

25 - others nl defame; others ſhallre- 
ſiſte; others ſhalF ouercharge; o- 

hers ſhall ee 


he er 


= 
© 
= 


= ww ry}. 


RO 


1 


re 


„ Nyouſhall 


cn 


dure — paines. In all theſe, 
a and in greater things you ſhall 
— — whether you 8 | þ 

\v 


anc foldior of mine, or no-. 
1 ——— cher. 25 oo 
vntill Ihaue made ſuſficiene wall, ET 
whether you bleſſe mee A 3 N 
Now it I finde, chat fromthe hart IT 
ynfainedlic you deo loue mee, and A 
continuallic doo my name, | 
then is i = meete rope 
forthle —.— at 
ſhall haue ung View 
m6 2% 27er | | 
But if I percei eiue chat ydu cannot <3 
. my correction, but will iudge 
went to be ouer-ſharp,and 
Nt bewaile mine abſence , wiſhing 
for mee with hartic 3 de- 
ws rrp te for „th 


you E 

For ir is not my will that) oule 
vtterlie faint; bec e him har Io 
ueth mee: l will lour to the ende 
03 


-- 


Ke: if ict ien. 140 C g 
Fructer of aſſſict | —— | 

And al your loue be not ſo 
perfect as could be wiſhed; yer will 
not deſpiſe you, but Tias _ 

ou maie growe on in — | 
— care is that you doo and 
therefore miſtruſt mee not. 

I knowe what you can; endure, 
which maketh mee to temper my 
courſe, that you be not rempred a. 
boue your ſtrengch, and ſo faint. 

And if I ſtaie, in your Is 
ſome - what to long, looke 
vntill the daie —— my viſitation. For 
comming I will come, and am 
my p 

Bee you dull inpraier ill medi- 
rating vpon the holie ſe re, and 
abraicbepa 9 

am not ignorant but our griefe 
will be — ſo 4 ie to be 
ouerthrowen, and to bee out of all 
. of my eee 10 cannot _ 


Chap.19. 


to my indgements : yer hauing a 
ill trong faith, you muſt of — 4 
Iſaie *, Righteous ars than, ö Lord, and verſe 137 © 
iftave ty 


141 
, the 1, . . of C 


. 


indgements. | 
good comfort, for 
this affliction is not to your deftru- 
ion, bur for the glorie of God. 

I denied your petition; becauſe I 
would haue due proofe of your faith 
and loue. 8 | 

For all this I did that you ſheuld 
well vnderſtand both your owne 


weakenes, and my goodness. IPH. nc, 


1 knowe what you are l better 


than your ſelfe dooth.. Yea, 1 haue Ae? U 


knowen you thoroughl ie, not of late, 
but from euerlaſtin g. 
Wherefore acknowledge the be- 
neſit which you haue by mee; be- 
hold how miſerable you ſhould bee, 
it once I forſake you. 
As yet you haue not profi 


ted u 
ficientlie in the — — your | 
ſelfe. And becauſe it is verle-expe- > 
dient that you haue that knowledge, 
perience you 


my will was that by ex 
ſhould attaine thereunto. 
Ir is verie geod for you to be for- 


ſaken, to be troobled, ro be humbled - 
ſometime, that ſo the better :you | $ 
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| 3 lesion neceſſarte. Ws 142 Chap. 
3 ahnden | The farerth booke - + 
| _ =Pfal. ng, owne weakenes . iQ 
verſe 71 l knowe right ell this will make 
ö you a aw diſciple: of mine. And 
what, I praic you, haue you loſt, i 
heereby you prooue more wiſe and 
watchfull 2 - E ERK A0 Hits eich 
Oftentimes you are ton arrogant, 
and — ſelte, thinlein 
that goodnes to be within you — 


w 
is not; ſelfe- loue doth deceaue you, 
and while you thinke not of the gi- 
uer, you doo abuſe the giſt. I made 
you drunke; but you forgat how the 
grape did growe vpon mine one 
Trie your ſelſe a li 


RE your ſtrength. If that which you had 
| came of your ſelfe, whie did you nor 
holde ic? But if you could not hold 
a it, confefſe that you receaued it from 
1 Cor. 4, aboue *. And therefore aſcribe all 
lam. 1, 17 the honor to the mercie of God, and 
| openlie confeſſe, how without mee 
®Ioh. 13, 5 you can doo nothing - 
Conſider both in what ſteede 1 
ſtand you, and how able alſo I am to It 
confirme you in allgoodnes, 
' Where were you before I called 
| V;you, but weltering in fin and wicked- I 
nes ? And now how would you wan 
der, if l directed you not: Vea, _ $ 
— | Waka 
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of the Imitation of Chriſt. 

when alſo went it well with you, if 
you had not my fauor i : 

And I ſaid, At no time, ſweete 8. 

Lord. Thou alone, art my ſingular 

good freend, in all things, and aboue 


"4 


all moſt faithfull. 073 G3 365, 

Whie chen did you purpoſe 'fo I. 
wickedlie with your ſelfe, to go after 
ſtrange louers 5 

Whar miſliked you in mee; was 
it either my maieſtie, or mybewrie ? 

Ah Lord, there is none compa- 8. 
rable to thee either for betie, or 
for glorie, or for riches, or for aucto- 
ritie; neither in heauen nor in earth 


is anic like vnto thee . For thou on. 2 8. 
© 2 


The heauens are thine a, the earth aP ſal. 89%, 


lie art moſt hie ouer all creatures. ve 


allo is chine; thou haſt laide the 
foundation of the world, and all that 
therein is. ; 

Much itis that thou haſt imparted 
vpon thy creatures, by which, thy 
bewtie, wiſedome, and goodnes doth 


thy bleſſed , and glorious preſence, - * 
It is nothing. So that . e 
haue learned now, that I cannot 
lack thy companie one houre to- 
gerher, but with much griefe to my 


Returne | 


appeere ? : bur yer in compariſon of r Rom. 1, 20 : 
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| IL. Returne therefore vnto mee 51 10u 

haſt hetherto wandered en 

about. | 
Let not hence nh W Nor, 
Haied, and milde, and r 
d to truſt in mee, not onlie in che 
much more in the night of t = | 
tion. ; 
I haue let you flip, that bee 
wearicd , you might returne 
mee the more ſpeedelie, and heeing 
fruſtrate. of outward; comfort 
lengch vnderſtand how much 
are bound vnto mee; chat ſo 1 
haue called vnto you. 

And therefore Iiſten 1 at th 
af, for-it-is-nor — that 
ſometime you are forſaken; that yc 
are cold ſometime in zcale: hack 
irketh you; that you are ne; 
ried witch tentations; that © 
ſides 2 afflicted; chat yeue 
N 4 anic LOA 207 


14's I 
ere geb 
euerie action, in all places and times, 
ſo well earlie as leet where ſocuer | 
yo ou ſhall become, goe, or ſtand. 
For this will reach you. ro walke 
warelic with your freend; to abſte ine 


» 


from yanities; and to rake heede of 3 
I deo leaue , that you maie 


; well vnderſtand how much you are © 3 
8 bound to loue mee, that is, that you 
oF maie ſee a manner how to loue mee 
in deede. hough | TEN 
It is verie true you t t your e 
ſelfe more four, e dr 
— yongge; but when I did once © - © {© 
withdraw mine aide from D 
ir then appeered to the world how — 


ay you were verie Ponte, and miſe- 
uy rable *. 7 
ity Tow thall your bie be Los, -— 


wich you beate ake with pa _ 


5 
ee er . 
— — o * 
to ſeeke mee. F e yy 2 
iI mode for my derne be 1 
ng: wur rouplous rials (id joe He 
Je 15 fer e make wh bs - 2M 


12 
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- The books" 

* you the more heedie and wiſe in all 
JIſai.a 8.19 your actions * | 
| 'Moreouer, if you loue mee, yo! 

will not waxe che more ſluggiſſi ir 
ſecking mee for all this; if you hk 
mee, you will ſeeke mee. 
What? Wor you not, how riches 
painfullie come by, are kept molt 
carefullie ? Who ſo wiſheth reſt, az 
the wearied man > Who loueth ſo 
kindlie, as hee which hath ſighed 
moſt heauelic? And is not that iewelYi 
which was loſt, and is found againe, Fi 
much more eſteemed than before it 
Luk. h was ? So, euen ſo is the ivie duble, j 
and the mirth dubled, at the long 
wiſhed preſence of the beloued. F 
And therefore it is much for your I. 
profit that I withdrawe my ſelfe: be. i 
cauſe I e not for anie ill will gt 
to you-wards, but ypon verie good 
es ſo do Idallie with my freends. 
Let it ſuffice you at this time, that 
vou haue bin in my fauor to heare fo 
much at my mouth. Ws 
BZBeſides, when you haue neede, 
returne vnto mee, and feare not. 
For I neuer ſhut mine cares againſt 
_*.  thar perſon which humblie andear- 
dank y.; neſtle criech for mine afliſtance *. f. 
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ä CHAP. 18. 


1. The a of a true Chriſti. | 


an, 2. God inftifierh the wngodlie, 


3, giueth whatſdeuer good is to 5 
man. 4. will haue no man to | 
deſpeire, 5-bur that all 
ſinners ſhould flic | 
7 vnto his mer - | F 
cie. * 


Is 7 I Lord God wil 
Vs A helpe mee, therefore ſhall 

Tos be confounded *. | a Iſai+50, 7 2 
Let it grieue no bo- S. -- | 


— 
* . » . » 
WC * 
41297 
* * 
0 
Wa Y ws 
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; * his — — 
ill me ditate in ſuch ſort, that me thinks 
1 I chould be too hard and vnkinde, 


if-I/ made none anſwere vnto his [. 


coords, | an ol 
appelic ſome one will faie © - 5 


But h 
againſt mee, Therefore neither doo 

you feare God, ſeeing you are a foule 

ſinner, vnworthie euen to live in this 

*— — ; 4 „„ 
r- Y Whence is it, that you are VR Es 
= | ne in your hart? And, being te 
'Yleaſt, and vileſt of all others, wit 1 
R:̃ůä ñü„ 1 4 


p. 


> 1 " 
— = 


aid enboldeneth, 
what face can you thruſt forch 70 
ſelfe fo to talke with your Lore 
Ecelus. 15, God * ? Whome doo you make you 
9 ſelfe? 

Oah, my louing Lord, do thor 
anſwere on my behalfe. For he 
mouth of the wicked is 1 vf 

bPſal109,2 mce b. 
If 1 would iuſtific my ſelfe, min: 
Job., 20 one mouth ſhall condemne mee * 
| And though I were cleane, yet e 
not my ſoule knowe ſo much. 
Oah, Lord, thou knoweſt my fol 
lie, and my ſhamefaſtnes. Speak 
chou on my behalfe, and I full Slad 
lie will keepefilence, « 
L  Giue chou none heede to thi 
vcords of the wicked: 8 
thou remember how I haue 
Teame not to call the ri — 
AMark. 21 finners Into repemtance ©. 
— yes Am not I . C 
Mark. 7, : Who maie reſiſt my pleaſure > © © 
-Hebr, 2» 8 If Ithinke it geod to ſhowe fatto 
|  tothee-ward, though little thou de 

[- —_ a 

1 Rom. b 33 ſnall reproue me therefore - * | 

6: 34 Hee that is without fin, let hin 

: tans, throwe the firſt ſtone ar thee FA 

F if theie, all 1 are lingo 


- err what face can tt 


** . 
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18 chap. 18. 149 Gods happines; * . 
4 1 — . "<< 2 — . 
of the Imitation of Thriſl. 2 


ault with my fauor to thee- ward i 
You haue not choſen mee *, but h Ioh. 15, 16 

ny mercie did preuent you. 0 : 

Dareth anie yet murmure 

you for comming vnto me Comfort 

yſelfe, his murmure is not againſt 

hee; but flatlie againſt my perſon, 

decauſe it is I that receaue i, and I. Tim. 1,13 

in Hate with finners *, - k Matt. 2, 11 

And hie ought you not to cha ,3* 

enge mine acquaintance, the which 7 

reioice to offer rather than to with- 

olWrawe from anie one | N 

Oah gratious Lord, laie not this 8 1 

- their charge but to mee, and to + 

ny ſins. $ x05 he 4D ION, 

I cannot denie, but deſeruedlie 

eie conceaue ill of mee; yea ld 


ledge chis withall, 


uU 


%. 


e 150 Chap, * | 
"The ene 

withall. 

But that. you periſh not through 

def ration, co howe manic 

righteous men I haue made of ſin- 

1 Mark. 2417 ners l, freendes of enimies, cheo- 

Luke. 15, 1 ſing the humble, and refuling the 


2, &C, 
3 proude m 
* I haue no neede of anie gift of 


ke.18, 14 thine : onlie this I require at your 

— 45 5 hands, namelie, that you loue mee 

v pfal. 50, 11 wich a wor hart , and 1 am ſatiß⸗ 
12 fied, 

Mar. W lam eleane daſhedfor,alas, hath 
e mee to een 
loue thus ro mee- ward. | 

L. Idooneither reſpect, nor re uire 
the things that this world dooth of- | 
fer to get fauox withall; if you doo 
loue, and chat your loue be feruent, 

and conſtant; ic is all that L aske. 
Bur, I praie thee, whoſe are rhe 
things that deo; or maic adorne a 
man Are not all things mine, what- 

ſoeuer doo glitter either in the __ 
pam, 1, 1j orminde? 5 

1. Cor. 4. 7 - ASforchurofchoworldandwhich 

rower po ters por uri 


* 


- 


Cha 3 1 11 X 'E 5 | 5 e . 
wy the Imitation ef Chriſt, 
light of che liuing., © | 
Howbeir, you haue well doon in 
humbling, and accuſing your ſclfe fo 
_ outwardlie 3 5 — 
the face of my maieſtie, by confe 
e your great weakenes, , 
and wickednes,and by fetching deep 
ſighes, for that yau are verie vnwor- 
thie to chalenge the fauor of my fa- 
miliaritie euen _— 8 e- 
ing, as I am a e pure without 
750 a, and you 7 a rem finner,and Wifd gas 
e | vncleane euen from your infancie . Gene. 8,21 
* And therefore be euet mindfull 
both of your fraile condition, and of 
my J cer maicſtic, and ſo with 
dle reuerence approch boldlie 


C 
; into my preſence. . 
t; © For I am hee that putteth awaie 
tine iniquities, and will not remem · 
el ber fas f; it is I rhatiuſtific the Iaigz,2g 1 
a * 4 ie ©, and this I doo for mine Rom. ˙ 
lic nameſake; yea and I am ſtill i 
e, readie to miniſter greater gifts of 
. mertcie vnto the. | 
BecauſeTdos euer chooſe to ſhowe 
fauor rather than diſpleaſure, as one 
who had rather ſpare than puniſh. 
"Yea, all this ſeemeth but little in 
mine eies, neither am cee 
with the firſt grace * will not ad 


a l or a 12 rather, yea, in 
verie deede, as I can ſer none ende 
fa. 145: to my mercies : ſo neither can the 
1 number of my gifts and benefits bee 
' xP(a,63,19 recited x. 
my Laſt of all, after tharl for my parr 
| haue pardoned ſins, and men for 
their partes by cheir codnes haue 
teſtified to the world their vnfained 
repentance, then do I reſtore for 
the moſt part che comfort of mine 
| -  healchfullcounrenance, by powring | | 
in moſt plentifull manner rhe grace 
of mine holie Spirit. | 
3114 g a finner doo abide | 
ll in the fleſh: yer doo 1 receaue 
An into my familiaritie, ſo that he is 
not to feare the vtter confuſion for 
| ag r N but rather to thanke 
1 God, that old things bee | 
pay dawaie, and chat all things are 
co, an 12 newe 7. 
So gratious, and merc 


a an 8 — 4 —_— m 1 - 


14 
am . 
| alwaies Iam more ah fore. | 
| 5 thou art to beg forgiuenes 
at mine hands; more FAY. 29 glue, 
van oa art to aske, _ | 
Therefore hie feare ye 1? What 


FER N. 510 the 


Ker 


on 


Chap. 18. 153 


kindenes offered vnto you ſo franck- 


lie of mine one accord ? 
Doubtleſſe, though you did cer- 
tainlie ynderſtand that I were pur- 
poſed to giue you the deniall: yer 
ought you not to deſiſt from praier, 
nor yet to be out of all hope of being 


heard; but ſo much the more ear. 


neſtlie to be inſtant in crieng, vntill 
you were heard. 

For my mercies are infinite, and 
what I denie at one time, maie bee 
granted fauorablie at another. 

How knowe you whether 1 will 
turne my face vnto you, and grant 

you the deſire of your hart? 

And what faith the Prophet con- 
cerning mee ? 2 ynto him, 
and be illighrened, fo ſhallnoryour 
faces be confounded. 

Wherefore accuſe your flowe com- 
ming vnto mee rather than your of. 
ren approching and rather your 
fearefull ſhamefaſtnes' than your 
prompt preſuming of forgiuenes. 

To hope well of my goodnes, is a 
verie token of true humilitie, a 
a great faith. 


mt 10 $2 

not offend; and that wont dos 
offend, you deſpeire not, but riſe” © 
| h 5 againe 


of the Imitation c hifi. 
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1 books Chap.18. 
| againe with ſpeede. For yet you haue 
4 hope, and anaduocate with the Fa- 
Lohn, ther *. 

: What ? Looke you to be all wor- 
thic before you make acceſſe vnto 
mee? And of your ſelfe when will 
you be ſo? 

If onlie ſuch as are good and wor- 
thic, and great, and perfect, ſhould 
approch vñto mee, to whome ſhould 
finners and public ans approch ? 

So then, what ſaith the Goſpell? 
| There reſorted unto him publicans, and 
uke. 5, 1 ſamers to heare bim * 
| Therefore let the vnwoorthie ap- 

proch, that theie maie become woor- 
thie; let the wicked approch, that 
theĩe maie be made god; let the 
| weake and vnperfect approch, that 
theie maie prooue ſtrong and per- 
fect; yet let all and euerie one ap- 
| proch, that theie maie receaue from 
aa the abundant ſtre ames of the well of 
fie b. Lam the well of life, that can 

not be drawen drie. 
lle ubich is a thitſt, let him come 
Ilohn. 7, 37 vnto me, and drinke e. And he which 
Hath nothing, let him come and buie 
. 553 vithout ſiluer, and without monie d. 
yp ee that is ſick, let him come to be 
ach. healed . Hee that is neither hot nor 


cold, 


— 
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Chap.i8. 135 2 - "wa bar nor Gad, 
of the Imitation of Chrif?. , "Fl 


cold, let him come to be inflamed f. f Mar., 24 


- 


Hee that is fearefull, let him come 
to be encouraged; hee that is ſorow- 
full, let him come to be comforted, 

Hee that is withered, let him come 
to be fattedʒ hee that is wearied with 
cares, let him come to be refreſhed 


"4 
— 


A 
4% 
©. 


with ioie. | 
Lo, my delite is to be with the chil- . ' + 
dren of men £#. 8 Rom.8,z2_ 
Hee that deſireth wiſedome, let | | 
him come vnto my leſſons h. * pſal. 119, 
Hee that ſeeketh riches, let him 26 
come to receaue thoſe which are e- by 
ternall, and vncorruptible i. Math. 6s 
Hee that hunteth for honor, let 3 
him come to get an euerlaſting ; 


* 
- 


name in the inheritance of heauen; |, 
hee that wiſheth for felicirie, let him 
come, and hee ſhall taſte the ſoue- 
raigne, eternall, and inſinite happi- 
nes *. | g 

I, euen I it is which giue all tem. _ 
porall good things i, yea and beſides . * 
chat, I giue eternall riches in the „mA, 
heauens . And whar I promiſe 1 1 L!̃— 


will performe, at ſuch time why 1 
commandements are dulie de” 


* be * A „ 
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And hee then ſhall be crowned glos 7 
riouſlic in heauen, that hath fough- * 2, Tim, 3, 


ten couragiouſlie in this world s © verſe © 1 
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more ioiefull to the faithfull Soule, 


I 5 6 Chap.19. 


The fourth books 


CH AP. 19. 
t. The defire of a Chriſtian Soule is 
newer ſatisfied, till God bee eniaied. 
2. No comfort anie whit com- 
parable to the ſpirituall 
| ioie. 


(SEN E: the meditation 


(PT by 
comfortable: What 


chan ſlill deuoutlie to meditate vpon 
her Lord God; that whome ſhe can- 
not as yet behold in a cleere, and 
blefled ſight, at the leaſt ſhe maie, as 
it were, make him preſent by earneſt 


calling him into minde ? 


Therefore let her behold him as 
in a glaſſe darkelic b, whome ſhe is 
not to ſee face vnto face. 

And albe ſhe maie not haue a full 


ſighit of him in his maieſtie: yet let 


ber ſearch for him by types in the 


0K. Oah chat the care to ſeeke the 


face of the Lord did neuer waxe cold 


& 0 * " 6 A 
encreaſed i!! , 
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Chap-19- 157 In beauex, happints, © 
of the Imitation 44 
Howbeir, the ſoule that loueth 
God, bath a wonderfull defire to 
enioie the ſight of God. For to ſee 
him is happines in deed, and che 
abſolute felicitie ©. c Reue. 24. 
Wherefore the defireth this blef. , | 
ſednes, thar, her whole a appe petite ha- 
uing attained her ende, ſhe maie be 
ſatisfied, and at quiet, for — 4 
in the world is able to content hers, 4 Eccles a, 8 
For long experience hath raught 
her, that the more ſhe eſtraieth from 


celeſtiall happines, the more vnhap- 

pie and vnquiet ſhe is, inaſmuch as 

in this world nothing is permanent, 
or durable e, that maie aſſuage the 1. Cot. 7, 
beate of her affection. 1 Ichn. 5, . ; 


So then let her make returne vnto _ 
him that made her *, and let her de- fen. 1, 25 
fire to be bleſſed of him, who at the | 
firſte created her. | Wiſd. mi 
For doubtleſſe, he that made the | 

ſoule, muſt farisfice the ſoule with | 
chings g. Becauſe, ſuch a de- 8PlaLto3vg | 
=o hath he inſtilled into her, that g 
hee beeing gon, nothing will con- 
tent her; nor anie Joie comfort her | 
preatlie. 8 
And therefore, lane df mine g 2 
not heere ſtill, for this is no of 


but mount aloft, aſ- 
reſt ber hes: 
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58 Chap. 19. 
th boo | 
cende vnto him that made thee, For 
he hath now ſent his meſſengers, and 
biddeth thee to aſcend. 

So manie deſires of eternall life as 
he inſpireth, ſo manie meſſengers he 
doth ſende. Which beeing entertai- 
ned, prepare thy ſelfe to the iornie. 

Then goeſt thou on, when thou 
deſireſt to ſee him; when thou labo. 
reſt to pleaſe him; when thou re- 
nounceſt this world; when thou 

 dooſt, whatſoeuer thou dooſt, euen 
of pure loue to him- ward. 

For had he not firſt ſought thee, 
and powred holie cogitations into 


Fs, THe thy breſt, thou couldeſt neuer ſeeł 
3 For that ſoule dooth languiſh not 
for loue, but through wearines,which 


{ip9 is nor inlighrened with the beames 
 (#Jobn, 1, 5 of the eternall Sonne +, | 2 

| But, if chrough the ſweete blaſtes 
IJ of the Southren winde her froſen 
cC“Colcdnes, and ſorowe be once reſol- 


Re 


Oah infinite heare of the true 


Bonne, what boilings dooſt thou 
=. _ -cauſe chen wichin che hart of the 
258 ; louer? 


MEE ©. iv Md 
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Chap. 15. Ss; 5 
of the Imitation of Chriſt. 

Jouer ? Thou diſſolueſt the darkenes - 
of a ſorowfull minde, and bringeſt 
the laborſome. toile ynto nothing. 
The long time and daies of pouertie % 
thou dooſt comfort and that abun- 
dantlie, with one ſimple beame of + 
thy glorious light. 3 
O ſalue of che ſorowſull xl ò ſhi- KRMatt. %, P 
ning light of ſuch as wander and "8 
ſeeke ! 

Shine thou continuallie vpon me; 
prepare thou a manſion place within 
me, euen till thine euerlaſting light 
doo appeere. 

Oah ho ſweete, and how comfor- 

table will thy preſence bee, ſeeing 
euen of a little remembrance, ſo vn- 
ſpeakeable ioie doch ariſe! 
Howe gladlie can I turne vnto 
thee; how frankelie doo I renounce 
even this world, that I maic be com- 
forted with thine heauenlie fauor 

For it will be none hard matter 

for the ſoule which longeth for the 
fight of thy countenance, to bereaue 7 
her ſelfe of all outward plealute,  , © 
when ſhe ſhall either feele noweia' ,' -— 

reater in the minde, or veric ſhort- b 

ie expect with a perfect faith for 
the ſame. 1 Ln G1 

Furthermore, none is to . 
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Chap. 193. 
The 


fourth 
liſh as to thinke, that thou wilt leaue 
the deuout ſoule anie long while vn- 
comforted; or that the gifts of th 
fauor which ſhe is to receaue for 
her conqueſts ouer nature, ſhall be 

ſmall; for no earthlie comfort, what- 
ſoeuer it bee, or whence ſoeuer it a- 
riſe, is anie whit comparable either 
in the qualitie, or quantitie of ſweet- 
nes to the heauenlie ioie. * 

And therefore labour thou, © faith- 
full ſoule, ro ſhowe thy ſelfe ſuch to- 
ward thine heauenlie ſpouſe Chriſt, 
that hee maie continuallie be grati- 
eus and fauorable vnto thee; for 
through him and in him you ſhall in 
moſt abundant manner finde that, 
which exceedinglie ſhall miniſter 
comfort vnto you in all extremities. 
Ihe oſtener you haue acceſſe vn- 
to him, and the nigher you doo ap- 
proch vnto his fide, the ſweeter hee 
will appeere, and the more amiable 
in your cies. e nr 

But if you withdrawe your ſelſe, 
then the loſſe wil be your owne ; and 
he abiding in his beutie, ſhall fee le 
neither griefe nor trooble. 
L Youſtand in neede of his, but he of 
no mans goodness. | 
So that you maie become bleſſed 

| through 
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Chap.19 161 
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through him, but ſo cannot hee by 


your proceeding... . . 

He: Aue eth himſelfe; hee 
alone can neither bee augmented, 
nor diminiſhed. . 

Through his gavdnes all things 
are, wharſocuer bee, whether theie | 
haue life, ſenſe, or ynderſtanding . 1 48.9, x8 

And therefore iuſt it is that all | 
15 eatures euerlaſtinglie ſhould blefle = Pſa.1 50,6 

im *. Nt oy Ay 

Oah , how gladlie would I dif- 
courle and ſpeake of him ynto thee, 
if were able ſufficientlie ſo to doo 

But what 7 He neither is, nor mai 
be vttered. Againe, as he cannot be 
vttered by meanes, fo can he not be 
conceaued in minde. . - | 

Which being fo, thinke norwith- 
ſtanding of thy Creator, fo well as 
man male, taking the femembrance 
of his abundant ſweetnesfor a com- 


fort, yntill ſuch time as hee re. 
uuealech the fight of his 8 


one countenance 
vnto thee in the, 


* 


» — 


70 it, and therefore 
to 7 the Prophet 
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The fourth books 


CH AP, 20, 


1. A complaint of the Soule for the 
want of her bleſſed ſtate. 2. Whas 
_ weeping pleaſeth God. Who 
trulie bleſſed. 4. A deſcrip- , 
tion of God. 


Chap. o. 


Ig $ cid in mine 7 — | 

I am caſt out of thie 
| l ſight a. 

4 Mine hart is woun- 
= ded wichin me, throgh 
the 5 nene of thy glorie. 

Twill peake therefore, and reaſon 
with my grieued Soule. The great 
zeale of loue compelleth mee to 
ſpe ake, and ſufferech nothing to be 
conoealed from thee. 

What then ſhall I faies Lo my 
God, in peace is my molt bittet bir- 
rernes. 51 

Nee that is ignorant, wotteth n not 
che meaning heereof, But ir y not ſo 

with mee. I knowe and Ind erſtand 
} am not aſhamed 


I ip 
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Chap. 20. pech of the ſould, 
of the inline Chip "ge 
neither I maic glorie more than is 
meete I ſhould ,, nor the foole ad- 
uance- mee , when in truth I am 
ſimple, 

I maic conſeſſe then what l haue 
receaued from thee. And yet what 
neede haue I to tell you thereof, 
when as you are neither ignor 
nor can take anie pleaſure of the 
ſame. 

Againe, what comfort can come 
vnto you, which art the comforr of 
the cormfortleſſeꝰ 

So that the profitis ez which 
Joo lack the conſolation of woords, 
thereby to ſtir vp mine affection to 
thee · ward, and to finde lome eaſe fot 
my deſolate ſoule. 

For, ſeeing I maie not belisld thy 
preſence, Iwill bewaile thine ab- 


ce z becauſe euen this is a te 8 
of loue, and a great prealare' to be 5 
X foule; 11 18 13 IJ. 2 : 


Now then — ſenſe Sen, „ 
rence appea Becauſe it is E 
lie faid of — 5-0 
moreferuentlic 3 2 


eternall 
[eelerh'the- poter thereof 
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The 
the v n. ſoule; neither deafe or- 
gans, but to the hardened hart. 
The louing and zelous ſoule kno- 
weth this well; and is ſo often infla- 
med in hart, as ſhe is pricked with 
the deſire of eternall peace. 
And therefore ſhee ſpeaketh to 
thee her Lord God, not to men, of 
whome ſhe would not be lnomen 
And although ſometime ſhe tal - 


keth wich men! yet that whichtheie . 
4 heare is to the outward ſenſes Bur 
© Wharſoguerſhe ſaich to thee, itisro 


the verie ſoule, and rather by ſighing 
of the hart, than by ſounding words. 


be h ſhe) in peace is my moſt 
bitter 


trernes, As ho ſaid; Af 


| more grieuous Fo 
den in this peace, e 
| a 


wy 165 The ; whis / * 9 
1 be Inseln my . 
of all doo, becauſe through ſloth. 
fulnes did forgo all ſenſe of inward 
ſorowe. 
But nowe ſeeing the 'troobles of 
idle thoughts are taken awaie, I doo 
ſome what reſt in the peace of con- 
ſcience, and am drawen vnto hea- 
uenlie matters with mine whole 
hart, and I do more lament, that Ido 
not enioie the geod things of God, 
chan erſt I did — being vexed 
with the troobles of this — 
So that it is bitternes to my ſoule 
euen to liue in this world; and to 
go vnder the heauic burden of fin. 
But it is bittereſt of all, vhen ſomuch 
as I maie, all mine affections being 
gathered together, 1 doo 2 
the god things of the hart, and 
my ſelfe, euen with hartie zeale to- 
ward the armes of eternall peace, 
and yet maie not attaine thereun · 
to, becauſe of the bonds of my mor- 
tall ſtate. 
And this makes mee euen wh | 
griefe of hart to crie ynto thee, and 
to ſaie: 772 
——— am, who ſhall 
deliuer mee from the bodie of this death d? 4Re 
There is none ſo greuaus a burden GE: wy | 
vnto me, as ſtil to wander fr6 thee b ] 


living in in the world; for 'Jaboring in 
loue, I wiſh for no Arr. de Je 
thee. 

For by gavd experience I haue 
long firhence learned, that my ſoule 
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